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Very  prominent 
homosexuals  gather 
to  pick  gay  prez 

“What  good  is  an  agenda  if  we  don't  have 
a  point  man?” 


By  Jerry  McRight 

WASHINGTON  —  An  exclusive  gather¬ 
ing  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  of  note  is 
scheduled  to  take  place  this  weekend  in 
order  to  select  a  president  of  Gay  America, 
GCB  has  learned.  The  meeting,  which  will 
be  held  at  the  Georgetown  mansion  of  a 
wealthy  closeted  gay  man,  will  be  an 
invitation-only  affair  and  not  open  to  the 
press. 

“It’s  really  no  big  deal,”  said  an 
organizer  who  spoke  to  GCB  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  that  his  name  not  be  used.  “Several  of 
us  were  schmoozing  at  a  cocktail  party  and 
we  realized  that  our  movement  really  needs 
some  national  figureheads  —  you  know, 
people  who  can  appear  publicly  and  speak 
for  all  gays  without  offending  your  average 
American.  So  we  pulled  out  our  wallets  and 
pooled  all  the  business  cards  of  prominent 
gays  we  know  and  like,  and  decided  to  hold 
a  presidential  convention  of  our  own.” 

According  to  the  organizer,  a  planning 
session  of  the  Executive  Election  Board  was 
held  in  New  York  several  weeks  ago  to  set  up 
the  process  for  choosing  the  “first  gay.” 
There  was  some  initial  conflict,  apparently, 
over  the  exact  title  for  the  new  president. 
“There  were  some  people  at  the  meeting 
who  lobbied  for  ‘Gay  and  Lesbian  Presi¬ 
dent,’  but  most  of  ns  thought  that  would  be 
confusing,”  said  the  organizer.  “When  it 
came  down  to  the  vote,  we  almost  chose 
‘Human  Rights  President,’  but  ultimately 
we  thought  ‘Gay  President’  had  the  best  ring 
to  it.  The  people  lobbying  for  ‘Queer  Presi¬ 
dent’  got  disinvited.” 

The  selection  process  will  be  based  on  a 
complex  “advocacy  system”  in  which  those 
invited  —  “advocates”  —  will  submit 
names  and  resumes  of  their  candidates  of 
choice.  These  candidates  will  then  be 
evaluated  according  to  a  predetermined 
“power  point”  graph  which  measures  the 
candidates’  access  to  power.  Among  the  fac¬ 
tors  which  can  earn  candidates  power  points 
are  the  number  of  times  he  or  she  has  been 
quoted  in  the  mainstream  press,  has  testified 
before  a  Congressional  committee,  or  has 
been  photographed  with  a  straight  politi¬ 
cian. 

Once  the  candidates’  power  points  are 
tabulated,  the  three  with  the  highest  rank¬ 
ings  move  into  the  final  selection  round.  The 
three  will  face  each  other  in  a  debate  on  the 
topic  “How  would  you  spend  70,000  gay 
dollars?”  and  then  a  straw  poll  will  be  taken 
among  the  advocates.  If  no  clear  winner 
emerges,  the  Executive  Election  Board  will 
make  the  final  decision. 

“What  we  have  devised  is  a  selection  pro¬ 
cess  that  avoids  the  trappings  of  electoral 
politics,”  said  the  organizer.  “No  gays  real¬ 
ly  ‘vote.’  That  would  be  really  costly,  time 
consuming,  and  think  of  the  logistical  pro¬ 
blems.  We’d  have  to  have  gay  voter  registra¬ 
tion  —  I  mean,  how  could  you  verify  that 
someone  is  really  gay?  Plus  a  lot  of  people 
wouldn’t  want  their  names  on  that  kind  of 
list.  This  way,  people  who  have  been  involv¬ 


ed  in  big  league  gay  politics  —  I’m  not  talk¬ 
ing  grassroots  stuff  here  —  will  pick  a 
palatable  leader  who  can  make  a 
difference.” 

When  asked  about  the  diversity  among 
those  invited  to  be  advocates,  the  organizer 
said  the  majority  were  white  men.  “Some  of 
us  felt  guilty  that  we  didn’t  have  more 
business  cards  of  people  of  color  and 
women,  but  we  realized  there  was  a  message 
in  that  about  access  to  power.  Plus,  there’s  a 
lot  to  be  learned  from  the  current  and  most 
recent  straight  presidential  campaigns. 
Sure,  Jesse  Jackson  is  the  front  runner,  but 
do  you  think  the  big  boys  are  gonna  let  him 
win?  No  way.  And  you  remember  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  Gerry  Ferraro.” 

The  organizer  would  not  comment  on 
whether  the  advocates  have  already  begun 
discussing  possible  candidates.  “I’m  sure 
people  have  been  on  the  phone,  but  I’m  not 
going  to  jump  the  gun,”  he  said.  The 
organizer  did  however,  report  an  incident 
that  took  place  in  Washington  at  the  offices 
of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Truth 
Foundation  (NGLTF).  Sensing  the 
likelihood  of  a  presidential  bid  by  NGLTF’s 
Shu  Hide  (former  GCflooter),  members  of 
the  organization  GAS  (Gays  Against  Sex) 
picketed  Hide’s  office.  Carrying  posters 
with  blown-up  photos  of  Hide  which 
allegedly  appeared  in  lesbian  sex  magazines, 
GAS  activists  chanted  “You  can  run  but 
you  can’t  Hide.” 

GCB  talked  to  several  gay  and  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivists  who  were  “shocked  and  outraged”  at 
not  being  invited  to  the  Washington  conven¬ 
tion.  Wread  Weaver,  a  gay  clothier  from 
Boston,  said  “Those  New  York  guys  believe 
everyone  in  Boston  is  a  radical  who  thinks 
CD  is  something  to  do  at  the  State  House  in¬ 
stead  of  a  state-of-the-art  recording  medium 
for  opera.  I  want  to  go  to  D.C.  to  represent 
the  interests  of  gay  businessmen  in  Boston. 
We  do  exist,  you  know.” 

But  most  of  those  interviewed  by  GCB 
were  not  so  angry.  Judy  Antler,  a  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivist,  said  “Aw  fuck  ‘em.  Who  wants  to 
watch  those  guys  wag  weenies  at  each  other 

all  weekend  anyway?”  _  , , 

Ufired  from  Boston 


Correction 

In  the  article  "Councilors  Take  Positions  on 
Controversial  Needlepoint  Plan,"  in  Vol.  56,  No 
8b,  we  accidentally  reported  that  Boston  City 
Councilor  Dipphed  O’Neill  is  a  hate-mongering, 
scum-sucking,  homophobic  asshole.  What  the  arti¬ 
cle  should  have  said  was  that  "Openly  gay  city 
councilor  David  Scondoms  attended  the  meeting.” 
We  apologize  to  David  for  this  mix-up. 
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17,000  atrocities  spark 
CD  mania 


Keeping  a  toe  on  the  pulse 

By  E.H.  Pinkass 

QUEERTOWN,  USA  —  In  a  nationally 
coordinated  day  of  protest,  3,863,569  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  were  arrested  for  acts  of 
civil  disobedience,  including  graffiti  art¬ 
istry,  bondage  to  public  property  and 
challenging  the  dick  size  of  sundry  law  en¬ 
forcement  officers.  An  additional  million 
and  a  half  inverts  and  their  supporters 
rallied  to  champion  the  rebellious  mobs  in 
cities  from  Gary,  Indiana  to  Truth  or  Con¬ 
sequences,  New  Mexico. 

In  Boston,  political  pundits  noted  a 
dearth  in  activities,  though  a  sizeable  gather¬ 
ing  of  white,  earnest-looking  people  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  25  and  40  was  spotted 
traipsing  into  a  City  Hall  conference  room. 
Spokesperson  Tad  Tryhard  said  the  group, 
MASS  ACT  EVENTUALLY  (MAE),  was 
meeting,  again,  to  determine  what  to  pro¬ 
test.  According  to  Tryhard,  MAE  had  been 
unable  to  prioritize  a  list  of  over  17,000 
atrocities  committed  by  legislators,  Herald 
columnists,  Hub  homophobes  and  network 
weather  forecasters. 

“We  also  couldn’t  agree  on  protest 
sites,”  Tryhard  added,  “or  media  contacts, 
or  chants,  or  picket  signs,  or  if  it  was  okay  to 
slam  Barney  Frank...” 

One  Beantown  babe,  sporting  a  Sinead 
O’Connor  ’do  and  a  “Process  =  Death” 
t-shirt,  left  the  meeting  after  only  six  hours. 
“I’m  heading  over  to  the  Schlock  Against 
Sexism  dance,”  she  said.  “ They  know  how 
to  be  revolting.” 

Elsewhere,  demonstrators  had  no  trouble 
pinpointing  targets  for  political  protest.  In 
Santa  Barbara  alone,  an  estimated  40,000 
les/gays  congregated  on  scenic  beaches 
demanding  the  city  hire  more  bodybuilding 
lifeguards  of  both  genders.  Activists  from 
the  other  49  states  focused  on  “urgent” 
issues,  according  to  self-appointed  gadflys. 

Meanwhile,  country  music  aficionados  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee  tried  to  force  a  sneak 
preview  of  the  upcoming  National  Coming 
Out  Day.  Over  16,000  dykes-in-shitkickers 
stormed  a  seedy  Music  Row  nightclub  and 


One  of  the  law  enforcement  officers  whose  dick  size 
was  challenged 


begged  K.  D.  Lang  to  come  out. 

“...I’m  crazy  for  loving  you,”  crooned 
Lang. 

A  spokesperson  from  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Truth  Foundation  (NGLTF), 
who  asked  to  be  identified  often,  applauded 
the  day  of  protest.  “We  put  our  best  foot 
forward,”  she  said.  “It’s  progress  for  the 
movement  anytime  lesbians  and  gay  men 
meet,  hobnob,  tete  a  tete,  rub  elbows,  shoot 
the  breeze,  break 'bread,  tip  glasses,  con- 
Continued  on  page  33 


FOOTNOTES 


Quote  o’  the  week 

“Eeeeeeeyyyyyyyahhhhhhhhhh !  ’  ’ 
BOOM! 

— \Activist/sometimes-play  wright 
Larry  Drainya  finally  explodes  in  front  of  a 
slightly  surprised  audience  of  lesbian  and 
gay  activists  in  New  York  City.  ‘‘It  seemed 
inevitable,  ”  said  a  member  of  BLOW  UP, 
an  activist  group  started  by  Drainya.  In¬ 
vestigators  called  the  explosion  a  “simple 
case  of  spontaneous  combustion.  ” 

MASS  ACT 
EVENTUALLY 
plans  month-long 
retreat 

BOSTON  —  “This  time  we’re  really  go¬ 
ing  to  sit  down  and  make  some  decisions,” 
said  current  MASS  ACT  EVENTUALLY 
spokesperson  Margaret  Marlon,  “even  if  it 
takes  six  months  to  do  it.”  In  reality,  the  six-month 
old  group  of  activists  is  planning  a  retreat 
with  a  maximum-length  of  thirty  days. 

“So  far  we’ve  had  some  really  empower¬ 
ing  actions,”  said  Marlon  as  she  recalled  the 
Queer  Bed  &  Breakfast  Demo  at  the  State 
House,  the  ABC  Bubble  Gum  on  the  Door 
of  the  Pilot  Office  Actions  and  the  sixteen 
previous  weekend-long  retreats  designed  to 
hammer  out  an  operating  structure  for  the 
group. 

“Those  retreats  were  a  lot  of  fun,  we  had 
some  great  talks  and  really  inter-related  on 
an  interpersonal  level,  but  really,  the  only 
decision  we  made  was  that  there  wouldn’t  be 
one  spokesperson  for  the  group  for  any  ex¬ 
tended  period  of  time.  So  we  followed  the 
idea  of  Andy  Warhol  and  let  individual 
spokespeople  hold  that  position  for  15 
minutes  at  a  time.  Some  people  were  angry 
and  felt  disempowered  because  their  15 
minutes  were  scheduled  as  early  as  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning  when  there  were  no 
media  representatives  around  and  most  peo¬ 
ple  were  asleep.  In  fact,  this  is  about  the  end 
of  my  fifteen  min-”,  said  Marlon. 

New  spokesperson  Mark  Murray  explain¬ 
ed  the  discussions  on  group  focus.  “Some 
people  clearly  want  to  be  an  AIDS  activist 
group  with  a  focus  on  other  issues,  while 
others  would  like  a  civil  rights  group  that 
deals  exclusively  with  safe  sex  information, 
still  another  would  like  to  see  an  emphasis 
on  fall  fashions  with  an  open-ended  policy 
regarding  the  other  seasons.” 

New  spokesperson  Maria  Muranda  said 
“As  a  lesbian  AIDS  activist  I’m  used  to  this 
process  business  but  even  I’m  finding  it  a  bit 
tedious.” 

□  Christopher  Twittke 

Naugahyde  men  and 
women  to  convene 

NEW  YORK  —  “What  the  hell  do  you  do 
if  you’re  a  gay  or  lesbian  vegetarian  who 
also  happens  to  dig  S/M?”  This  is  the  ques¬ 
tion  that  the  members  of  the  Naugahyde 
Men  and  Women  hope  to  answer  during 
their  upcoming  convention  in  New  York 
City’s  Warehouse  District. 

Organizer  Butch  Lentil  claims  “It’s  dif¬ 
ficult  to  be  ‘into  leather’  without  actually 
wearing  the  stuff,”  and  he  expressed 
cautious  optimism  about  the  convention’s 
attempt  to  find  substitute  methods  for  queer 
veggies  to  get  in  their  S/M  licks. 

Lentil  explained,  “Once  my  lover  Spike 
gave  me  50  lashes  with  a  wet  whole  wheat 
noodle,  and  I  gotta’  tell  ya’  it  wasn’t  much 
to  get  excited  about.  I  mean  Ann  Landers 
really  thinks  that’s  punishment  for  giving 
out  bad  advice?” 

Date  and  times  for  the  convention  will  be 
announced  soon. 

□  Lori  Mineshaft 


I  Friday  □  Mr.  GCB  appears 
each  and  every  Friday  night  at 
the  GCB  stuffing  and  mailing 
party.  5pm. 


Friday  April  I 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Network¬ 
ing  Nosh,  grab  a  quick  snack  and  discuss  vitally  impor¬ 
tant  political  issues,  all  in  fifteen  minutes!  6:30-6:45am. 
Club  Tres  Gay,  Tres  Gay  Street. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  It  Out  Loud,  Sister!”  a  support 
group  for  lesbian  nuns  who  mumble.  The  Centering 
Place,  Very  Pleasant  Street,  7pm. 

Boston  □  Vomitorium  demonstration  at  Dukakis  Cam¬ 
paign  Headquarters.  Theme:  Puke  On  The  Duke  spon¬ 
sored  by  THROW  UP/Boston.  Chauncey  Street.  Meet  at 
Piemonte  Room  for  complimentary  buffet  at  6pm,  walk 
to  headquarters  at  7pm. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  The  Housing  Crunch,  a  lecture  on 
queer  living  in  the  Hub.  The  Firehouse,  next  to  the  pole. 
8pm. 

Boston  □  Dot  to  Dot  Coloring  Books:  Making  the 
Connections,  a  panel  discussion  sponsored  by  the  Act¬ 
ivities  Committee  of  the  Children  Choosing  Lesbians 
Network.  Tammy's  house,  after  school. 

Clarksburg,  MA  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  of  Clarksburg 
Social  Group  celebrating  its  fifth  anniversary  with  a 
potluck.  Both  members  would  welcome  a  third,  “if  there 
are  any  more  of  us  out  here.” 

Brookline  □  Am  Ticked-Off  presents  special  guest 
playwright  Larry  Kramer  discussing  "How  to  Shout  Real 
Loud,  Without  Hurting  Your  Vocal  Chords!”  Sewing 
Circle,  Beacon  Street.  5:30pm. 

Boston  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  vs.  ACT  U  P/Boston  in 

tag  team  wrestling  action  at  the  Boston  Garden.  8pm. 

Boston  □  GCB  mailing  night,  we  need  your  help  to 
pull  ourselves  up  by  the  bootstraps  and  get  this  paper 
out.  Wear  your  hippest  boots  (get  it?)  and  come  be  a 
part  of  your  community  boot  paper.  5pm,  followed  by  a 
walking  tour  of  area  Thom  McCan  stores.  An  odor- 
eater-free  space. 

Cambridge  □  Men  of  All  Hair  Cuts,  Together 

creme  rinse  party.  All  welcome.  Demand  Performance, 
Boylston  Street. 

Cambridge  □  The  Brittle  Finances  Theatre  presents  a 
festival  of  obscure  gay  filmmaker  Warner  Fellini 
Bassomatic  including  the  rarely  screened  "Pee  On  My 
Sock"  in  the  original  Antartican  (with  English  subtitles). 
Brattle  Street,  7pm.  Call  Theatre  for  other  titles  and 
show  times. 

Boston  □  Daughters  of  Laryngitis  annual  potluck. 
Also,  a  discussion  of  outreach  strategies  with  the  Say  It 
Out  Loud,  Sister  Affinity  Group. 

CALENDAR  CONNIVED  BY 
CHRISTOPHER  TWITTKE 


CRASSIFIEDS 


PERUSALS 

TO  REPLY  TO  A  PERUSAL 

If  you  like  what  you  see  in  a  Perusal  Ad,  write  the  adver- 
tiser  a  letter.  If  you  don’t,  don’t. _ (36) 

TONGUES 

Adjust  my  tongue  and  tighten  my  laces. ..don’t  worry,  if 
things  get  wet,  I’ll  bring  my  rubbers.  If  this  is  your  fan¬ 
tasy,  you’re  even  weirder  than  I  am  —  and  I  can’t  wait 
to  hear  from  you ! ! !  GCB  Box  1 , _ (36) 

MISS  HOLLY’S  NURSERY  SCHOOL  ALUMS 
Wondering  if  that  hot  tot  in  the  sandbox  was  that  way ? 
Not  ready  to  come  out  when  you  were  three  years  old? 
Are  you  ready  now?  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alums  of  Miss 
Holly’s  Nursery  School  meet  for  networking  and  sup¬ 
portive  talks.  We  currently  have  65  members,  all 
graduates  of  Miss  Holly’s  Nursery  School,  Huntington, 
Connecticut.  Contact:  Billy  “Cootie  Head"  Johnson, 
Box  100,000. _ (36) 

LOVE  FROTTAGE? 

LF  looking  for  LF,  love  frottage,  learning  French,  les¬ 
bian  feminism,  leftist  factionalism,  leaflet  folding, 
lawnmower  fixing,  leftover  fries,  labia  flicking.  LF,  Box 
1,000,000. _ (36) 

BODIES  BY  ENTENMANN’S 

Because  chocolate  chip  cookies  are  God 

Incalls/Outcalls,  Milk/Napkins.  There’s  nothing  better 
than  a  hot  box.  (Also  hiring,  handle  600  cookies/hr.) 
_ (36) 

ROMANCE 

See  the  film  Maurice.  Then  see  Hairspray.  Then  rent  the 
videocassette  of  Another  Country.  Then  look  for  Mak¬ 
ing  Love  on  cable.  Watch  Pee -Wee’s  Playhouse  this 
Saturday  morning.  If  you  do,  you’ll  get  some  idea  of  the 
special  romance  I’m  looking  for.  If  you  don’t  have  the 
time,  don’t  bother. _ (36) 

EDDIE  MURPHY  FAN 

Alone  and  lonely.  Am  I  the  only  one?  I  am? _ (36) 

MILD,  MILD  WIMMIN 

Support  group  for  vanilla  dykes.  Come  to  our  regular 
meetings  and  talk  about  things  that  aren’t  upsetting.  (36) 

SUPPORT  FOR  PHONE-SEX  ADDICTS 

Is  your  addiction  to  550  lines  having  a  negative  effect  on 
your  interpersonal  relationships?  Is  it  impossible  to  pass  a 
pay  phone  without  dialing  up  the  Buddy  System?  Do 
you  get  shaky  if  someone  doesn’t  say  "How  big  is  it?” 
to  you  at  least  once  an  hour?  Have  you  come  to  believe 
that  your  dick  really  is  eight  inches  iong?  PSAA,  a  new 
12-step  program  is  forming.  For  more  information  call 
Chris  W.  at  the  GCB  office. _ (36) 

SURE.  MAN 

Mine’s  about  six,  are  you  sure  you’ve  never  measured? 
Your  pal,  TS _ (36) 

HOT  DAM  tm 

If  you  care.. .“Give  a  dam” 

It  might  not  be  safe,  it  might  not  be  effective,  it  might 
not  taste  good.  But  it  shows  you  “Give  a  dam.” 

Box  XXX. _ (36) 

NEW  FROM 
HOT  DAM™ 

GOGGLES 
for  today’s  active 
lesbian  muff-duffer. 

Shields  wearer  from  errant  or  icky 
body  fluids.  Available  in  natural, 
aquamarine,  or  photogray  for  out¬ 
door  use. 


LONELY 

GM,  acts  25,  but  really  I’m  30.  Blue  eyes,  but  1  have  to 
wear  glasses  to  read.  Nice  curly  black  hair,  but  I  think 
it’s  thinning  out.  Handsome,  well,  some  people  have 
said  that  but  I  don’t  think  so,  really.  You  probably 
wouldn’t  want  to  write  to  me  and  maybe  have  me  cook 
us  a  nice  dinner  which  I’d  probably  burn  while  I  was  try¬ 
ing  to  entertain  you  with  wiyy  chatter  that’d  all  fall  flat 
and  I’d  probably  just  spill  something  on  you  anyway, 
huh?  Reply  to  Lucky,  Box  10,000,000. _ (36) 

PRONOUNCEMENTS 

GET  FUCKED 

The  men  and  women  of  GCB  are  always  looking  for 
volunteers  to  write  stories,  stuff  envelopes  and  help 
relieve  sexual  pressures.  426-4469. _ (comp.) 

HELP  NEEDED 

TYPESETTER 

Cross-eyed  from  looking  at  classified  forms,  looking  for 
therapy  group  to  help  overcome  desire  to  speak  in  ab¬ 
breviations.  Call  GCB  off.  asap,  ask  fr  typestr  in  bk  rm, 
$  no  obj . ,  1  st  mnth/last  mnth,  w/d,  s/m,  b/d. _ (36) 

POLITICAL  ACTION 

The  Duke  for  President  Campaign  is  seeking  to  improve 
Mike’s  image  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Dear 
God,  please  help  us,  1-800-USA-M1KE. _ (36) 

EX-ROOMMATES 

TRY  OUR  GUARANTEED  EX-ROOM- 
MATE  AD 

ALL  ROOMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO  MONTHS  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOUR  PEACEFUL  HOMELIFE  IS 
COMPLETELY  DISRUPTED 

Place  your  ad  with  GCB  and  renew  it  each  week  until 
you  find  a  roommate.  But  don’t  cancel  that  affordable 
ad  yet!  Keep  renewing  it  every  week  until  you  find  out 
that  your  new  room/housemate(s)  is/are  completely  in¬ 
compatible  with  you,  don’t  like  your  cat,  and  have 
totally  ruined  your  furniture.  By  the  time  you  have  that 
“last  straw”  argument  over  the  “popcorn  popper  inci¬ 
dent”  you’ll  be  ready  to  start  the  search  for  your  next 
ex-roommate.  She  or  he  will  already  have  sent  the  first 
introductory  letter  (the  ones  that  make  them  sound  so 
nice,  so  accommodating)  to  your  box  number,  because 
you  had  the  foresight  to  renew  your  GCB  Guaranteed 
Ex-Roommate  Ad.  Try  it,  you'U  hate  it. ..But  what  are 
you  gonna  do? _ _ _ 

WHAT’S  WRONG  WITH  ME? 

GM  in  JP  with  8  rm  fab  apt  in  need  of  rmmate  has  bn 
running  this  GD  ad  for  54  wks  and  not  rec’d  a  singl  resp. 
What  the  f  is  yr  problm?  Apt  is  right  on  the  T,  ar- 
boreum,  natch,  and  too  gd  to  be  true.  S200/mnth.  Util 
incl.  What  if  1  throw  in  unlim.  use  of  my  car? _ (36) 

jr 

1  rm  studio  in  own-occ  build.  Why  am  I  abbreviating 
when  I  pay  by  the  word?  Reply  Box  0. _ (36) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

64  LFs  looking  for  1  roommate  (preferably  GM)  for 
large  household.  No  more  cats  please.  Near  T.  Box 
JP150.000. _ (36) 

BORING  SEX  IN  J.P.I 

Okay,  now  that  I  have  your  attention...GM  stand  up 
comic  looking  for  roommate  to  share  large  place  near  T. 
Box  JP150,00I _ (36) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  APT. 

Self-proclaimed  gay  male  pervert  looking  for  roommate 
to  share  lovely  JP  apartment.  Rent-free  for  right  person. 
NearT-rooms. _ (36) 

LUXURY  IN  JP 

At  last,  affordable  condos  in  chic  Jamaica  Plain, 
lbdrms  start  at  around  $1  million.  Is  this  the  right  paper 
to  advertise  in?  No  fees,  call  FatCat  Realtors. _ (36) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

TWO  GM’S 

Couple,  currently  living  in  Cambridge,  looking  for  place 
in  Jamaica  Plain.  Will  buy,  rent,  sublet,  share,  squat, 
anything  to  live  in  JP.  Must  be  near  T. _ (36) 

LAST  RESORTS 

LAST  OITCH  GULCH 

The  chic-est  Inn  in  some  godforsaken  New  England 
locale  that  doesn’t  even  have  a  queer  bar.  Feel  isolated 
in  your  solitude.  Pick  an  apple,  meet  a  friend  if  we  have 
any  other  guests  at  the  time.  Queerly-owned  and 
operated. _ (36) 

PUBLICATIONS 

IN  OUR  SHOES 

The  shoe  sex  entertainment  magazine  for  dykes.  “Brings 
new  meaning  to  the  word  ‘pump’”  —  Gay  Community 
Boots.  Send  for  subscription  info:  Box  2L _ (ex) 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

For  15  Years,  The  Lesbian  &  Gay  Weekly.  Once  in  a 
while  we  have  a  picture  of  a  pair  of  sneakers  or 
something.  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston.  MA  021 16.  (36) 

on  our  shoes 

Celebrating  15  sizes  in  radical  feminist  shoe-wearing  and 
cleaning.  “Wipe  it  off  if  it’s  on  our  shoes.”  c/o 
Washington,  DC  (36) 


SERVICES 


TAMPON  OF  THE  MONTH  CLUB 

Women,  are  you  tired  of  waking  up  in  the  middle  of 
the  night,  only  to  find  that  your  period  has  started  and 
you’re  totally  unprepared?  Worry  no  more!  For  a  small 
initiation  fee  of  $19.99,  you  can  join  the  Tampon  of  the 
Month  Club  and  have  everything  you  need  right  at  your 
fingertips.  Once  you  subscribe,  you’ll  receive  monthly, 
direct  to  your  door,  a  supply  of  safe,  comfortable  tam¬ 
pons  in  the  design  of  your  choice. 

And  that’s  not  all.  Personalized  products  are 
available,  such  as  our  Zodiac  Series,  where  each  tampon 
comes  with  a  tastefully  designed  “Zodiac  symbol  of  the 
Month”  dangling  on  the  end  of  the  string.  The  symbol  is 
not  only  attractive,  but  serves  as  a  quick  locator  and 
tampon  pull.  Or,  if  you  are  the  woman  who  enjoys  a 
more  exclusive  product,  we  will  custom  design  the  tam¬ 
pon  pull  in  your  monogram. 

Send  $19.99  to  Tampon  of  the  Month  Club,  c/o  PMS 
Magazine,  and  you’ll  never  be  caught  red-handed  again. 


GET  FUCKED 

The  men  and  women  of  GCB  are  always  looking  to 
make  a  little  extra  $$  on  the  side.  Have  you  seen  our  take 
home  pay?  Make  us  an  offer. _ (36) 
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Marilyn  Hu$hpuppie$ 


Queen  of  the 

Randy  Shits  on  stage 

The  Boys  in  the  Band  Played  On. 

A  one  man  show  starring  Randy  Shits.  At  Phlegm 
Floor  Space.  Closed. 

Reviewed  by  Christopher  Twittke 

o  one  would’ve  guessed  that  best  sell¬ 
out  author  Randy  Shits  ( The  Mayor 
of  Gastritis )  would  put  his 
unexplainably  successful  writing  career  on 
hold  to  tour  the  country  in  a  one-man  per¬ 
formance  piece,  The  Boys  in  the  Band 
Played  On.  Part  monologue,  part  modern 
dance,  part  milking  machine  demonstra¬ 
tion,  Played  On  is  a  surrealistic  sequel  of 
sorts  to  the  Mart  Crowley  play  The  Boys  in 
the  Band.  Actually,  what  Shits  does  is  more 
of  an  update  than  a  true  sequel,  bringing  the 
setting  of  the  play  to  contemporary  times 
and  making  himself  the  main  character, 
nay,  the  only  character. 

“I  am  the  queen  of  the  universe,”  Shits 
repeats  at  the  top  of  his  lungs  as  the  curtain 
■%..  opens  and  the  bur- 

ly,  bearded,  bear 
KpKpl  of  a  man  traipses 
about  the  stage  in 
a  long  white  robe  with  an  electric  light-up 
crown.  The  performance  is  truly  sidesplit¬ 
ting. ..until  it  dawns  on  you  that  Randy  Shits 
means  it. 

Even  weirder  is  the  fact  that  several  other 
actors  play  the  integral  part  of  “Other 
Facets  of  Me”  in  this  performance,  totally 
negating  its  billing  as  a  “one  man  show.” 
This  doesn’t  seem  to  bother  Shits.  In  fact, 
on  opening  night  one  of  his  fellow  un¬ 
credited  actors  quit  the  company  mid- 


universe? 


Randy  Shits  gives  it  to  the  masses 


performance  by  announcing  “I  don’t  need 
this  Shits.”  He  stormed  through  the  au¬ 
dience  and  right  out  the  theater  door. 
Whether  or  not  this  event  was  scripted  is 
probably  less  telling  than  Shits’  response. 
He  bellowed,  “I  don’t  need  .you,  you  filthy 
gay  man!”  Slowly  he  turned  his  steely  gaze 
to  the  audience  and  announced,  “Eventual¬ 
ly  he  will  die,  you  know....  Now  let  me  tell 
you  about  AIDS,  some  people  call  it  a  plague 
Continued  on  page  17  then 
Continued  on  page  54  then 
Continued  on  page  22  then 
Concludes  on  back  page 


Nurturing  the 
homophobe  within 

Going  back  in  is  everything  it's  cracked  up  to  be 


The  Going  Back  In  Stories.  Edited  by  Arma  Pit- 
shaver  and  jokson  Yu.  Femininist  Press,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  1989.  $19.95  paper,  250pp. 

Reviwed  by  Emily  “Don't  Call  Me  Baby’’  Levy 

f  lesbians  had  the  access  to  instant 
publication  that  the  straight  world  has, 
certainly  we  could  turn  out  books  such  as 
Thank  Goddess  I’m  A  Cuntry  Dyke:  The 
Lolly  Barton  Story  as  quickly  as  Fawn  Hall 
could  come  out  with  an  autobiography. 

Since  that  is  not  the  case,  lesbian  publica¬ 
tions  lag  far  behind  the  trends  in  our  com- 
M munity.  The  Going 
llAAu  fluc/r  In  Stories  is  the 

.first  k00*4  to  address 
.  .  the  issue  of  lesbians 
who  retreat  to  heterosexuality.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  book  tacitly  endorses  such 
behavior. 

For  years,  the  lesbian  community  has 
used  Anthology  as  one  of  its  primary  tools 
of  internal  education.  Painstakingly-edited 
anthologies  have  officially  introduced  us  to 
issues  of  racism,  fat  phobia,  alcoholism, 
disabilities,  and  the  like.  Landmarks  such  as 
these,  along  with  collections  such  as  The 
Coming  Out  Stories,  have  served  to  decrease 
our  isolation,  reminding  us  that  many  of  our 
experiences  are  shared.  For  thousands  of 
former  lesbians  and  future  former  lesbians, 
The  Going  Back  In  Stories  will  be  just  such  a 
book.  In  it,  fifty-four  women  tell  tales  of 
heterosexuality  rediscovered. 

The  skillful  editing  of  Pitshaver  and  Yu 
brings  us  a  wide  variety  of  stories.  Some  are 
tales  of  women  who  were  firmly  entrenched 
in  the  lesbian  lifestyle,  such  as  Carla 
Diklickor,  who  writes: 

I  never  doubted  my  lesbianism  until  I 
began  reading  the  works  of  respected  les¬ 
bians  who  wrote  about  the  need  for  sexual 
penetration.  After  much  soul  searching,  I 
decided  that  if  I  was  going  to  tolerate  the 
discomfort,  1  might  as  well  get  some  het 
privilege  to  sweeten  the  pot... 

These  are  contrasted  by  tales  of  women 
who  insist  that  their  parents  were  right:  les¬ 
bianism  was  "just  a  stage.”  (But  perhaps 
there’s  hope  for  these  women  to  return  to 
the  Gay  Life.  For  wasn’t  it  a  famous  queer 
who  wrote,  “All  the  world’s  a  stage...?”) 

Lesbians  (or  “temporarily  lesbian- 
oriented  women,”  as  one  contributor  refers 
to  us)  who  can  hold  onto  their  stomach  con¬ 
tents  while  reading  this  book,  are  likely  to  be 
particularly  angered  by  contributions  such 
as  “Imagine  My  Demise.”  In  her  interview 


with  the  editors,  a  well-known  pillar  of  our 
community  reports: 

I  was  an  anti-communist  in  the  Fifties,  a 
hippie  in  the  Sixties,  a  lesbian  in  the  Seven¬ 
ties,  and... well,  I  guess  I’m  still  finding 
myself.  Some  may  see  my  ten  years  of  les¬ 
bianism  as  a  gimmick.  That’s  not  how  I 
choose  to  look  at  it.  Still,  I  admit,  it  sold 
books. 

Other  women  also  confess  to  using  les¬ 
bianism  for  selfish  reasons.  “Happy  Har¬ 
riet”  (a  pseudonym)  claims  she  was  never 
really  attracted  to  women,  but  found  les¬ 
bianism  an  excellent  method  of  meeting 
women’s  brothers. 

The  third  section  of  The  Going  Back  In 
Stories,  entitled  “The  Personal  is  Politic,” 
is  devoted  to  theory  about  how  heterosex¬ 
uality  is  “the  obvious  extension”  of  the  con¬ 
tributors’  lesbian  feminist  politics.  Clair 
Hymen  writes: 

I  loved  women.  Really,  I  did.  Still  do. 
That’s  why  I  can’t  hurt  them  by  continu¬ 
ing  to  be  a  lesbian.  Sex  is  just  too  violent.  I 
want  to  do  it  to  men,  to  hurt  them.  Sex 
belongs  only  in  relationships  of  mutual 
contempt. 

Another  writer  reasons  that  true 
sisterhood  comes  from  “increasing  the  com¬ 
monality  between  yourself  and  the  majority 
of  women.  Heterosexuality  was  for  me  an 
obvious  way  to  do  that.” 

While  former  lesbians  may  find  them¬ 
selves  in  this  book,  committed  lesbians 
choosing  to  read  it  will  likely  find  some  of 
their  worst  fears  realized.  Indeed,  more  than 
one  contributor  admits  to  hiding  her 
heterosexual  tendencies  and  acts  from  her 
woman  lover. 

As  with  most  anthologies,  the  quality  of 
the  writing  in  this  book  varies.  The  editors 
seem  to  have  selected  for  correct  grammar 
rather  than  for  ability  to  convey  ideas  clear¬ 
ly.  One  poem,  “Grease The  Hinges,”  stands 
out  qualitatively.  Vanity  McFarlane  uses  the 
metaphor  of  literally  going  back  into  her 
bedroom  closet  and  becoming  reaquainted 
with  her  pumps  and  petticoats  to  delicately 
describe  her  process  of  rediscovering  her 
straight  self. 

Stories  is  clearly  an  anthology  for  the  con¬ 
servative  Eighties.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
rediscovering  heterosexuality  is  a  backward 
trend  in  our  community.  Other  reviewers 
have  described  The  Going  Back  In  Stories  as 
“inspiring”  and  “historymaking.”  In  case 
they  are  right,  I  beg  you:  don’t  buy  this 
book!  □ 


March  crotches  bulge 

70,000  queer  baskets  up  for  grabs 


By  Mark  Disregard 

Reprinted  from  Basement  Windows 
without  permission: 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  “I’m  not  sure 
this  is  the  im-age  we  as  a  community  want  to 
project  to  straight  society,”  said  liberal 
gossip  columnist  Frankly  Blarney,  45,  of  the 
J.O.  Enthus-iasts  March  on  Washington, 
held  last  week. 

Many  people  in  the  community  know  that 
J.O.  stands  for  that  nasty  little  habit  that 
perhaps  we  wouldn’t  want  to  talk  about  in 
print  but  that  many  of  us  do  in  the  privacy 
of  our  own  tastefully  decorated  homes.  One 
of  Basement  Windows'  very  own  col¬ 
umnists,  Ickie,  49,  said,  “Now  that  many  of 
us  have  had  to  grieve  the  passing  of  that  time 
of  our  lives  when  we  could  be  more  free, 
when  we  could  play,  fool?,  mess?,  f*ck?, 
around  with  great  ‘liberated’ 
abandon. ..well  some  of  those  of  us  in  the 
community  who  remember  that  time. ..they 


like  to  J.O.?,  stroke?,  beat  it?,  onanize?,  all 
by  themselves  or  in  gr-oups.” 

And  that  was  exactly  what  gay  entrepre¬ 
neurs  Sam  Seedspiller,  35,  and  dashing  Bill 
Pudpull,  26,  of  Boston’s  South  End  and 
Washington,  DC,  respectively  “came”  up 
with  when  they  thought  of  the  J.O.  event  of 
the  decade  if  not  the  century,  “The  J.O. 
March  on  Washington.” 

“We  thought  we’d  get  a  few  thousand 
men  who  were  into  the  scene  for  the  conven¬ 
tion,  but  30,000  made  reservations,”  ex¬ 
plained  Seedspiller,  35. 

Interrupted  Pudpull,  “Then,  as  usual  so¬ 
meone  suggested  that  we  open  the  conven¬ 
tion  to  women,  which  we  hadn’t  thought  of, 
I  mean,  who  kn-ows  if  women  JO?  That’s 
why  we  were  pleasantly  surprised  to  receive 
reservations  from  almost  40,000  lesbians  in¬ 
to  masturbation!  We  made  a  pretty  penny 
Coninued  on  page  69 


Yank  foot-fetishists 
shunned  by  Italians 

Legislation  proposed  to  enforce  dress  code  at  border 


By  Stephanie  Poggioli,  reporting  from  Rome 

ROME  —  Italian  foot  fetishists  have 
sworn  off  all  ties  with  foot  festishists  in  the 
United  States,  charging  American-clad  feet 
defy  all  rules  of  taste.  “I  was  on  an  innocent 
visit  to  that  country,  “  said  Bella  Scarpa, 
leader  of  the  foot  fetishists’  movement  here, 
“when  I  came  boot-to-boot  with  some  of 
the  most  appalling  toe  gear.”  Scarpa  added, 
“These  Americani  don’t  know  their  shoes 
from  a  polyester  plaid  jacket.” 

Although  U.S.  footwear  aficionados 
claim  the  break  in  relations  is  a  total  sur¬ 
prise,  the  Italians  say  it  has  been  coming  for 
some  time.  According  to  Sophia  Piedi  Piedi, 
who  has  been  active  in  the  Milan  footwear 


movement  for  years,  “Back  in  the  ’70s, 
when  we  saw  Americans  touring  our  coun¬ 
try  wearing  ‘sensible  shoes,’  we  had  ques¬ 
tions.  The  shoes  were  often  vinyl... and 
often  a  sort  of.. .rust  color. ..They 
were. ..I’m  sorry,  I  still  can’t  talk  about  it.” 

While  hopes  for  a  reconciliation  seem  out 
of  the  question  for  the  moment,  Scarpa  and 
Piedi  Piedi  say  they  have  not  ruled  out  the 
possibility  of  allowing  a  few  Americans  to 
take  part  in  their  upcoming  footwear  con¬ 
sciousness  raising  workshop.  “We’ll  just 
have  to  see  what  their  applications  look 
like,”  said  Piedi  Piedi.  □ 


Lesbians  take  over  GCB 


Cross-cross  dressers  execute  long-awaited  coup 


By  Nancy  De  Luxe 

BOSTON  —  In  a  brilliant  stroke  of 
political  maneuvering,  the  lesbians  on  the 
staff  of  GCB  have  managed  to  wrest  control 
of  the  paper  from  the  mixed-sex  collective. 

Attending  the  most  recent  membership 
meeting  in  dresses,  high  heels,  nylons  and 
pillbox  hats,  the  dykes  were  mistaken  for 
members  of  the  local  gay  men’s  theatre 
troupe,  The  United  Fruit  Co.,  by  the  male 
staff  and  board  members  present.  One  of 
the  artificial  “fruits”  made  a  long-winded 
proposal  about  the  need  to  restructure  the 
organization,  including  the  suggestion  that 
the  paper  be  run  exclusively  by  the  women 
on  staff.  Observers  agree  that  the  measure 
was  immediately  passed  unanimously  by  all 
in  attendance,  but  reports  vary  as  to  why  the 
men  so  eagerly  embraced  the  proposal. 

One  member,  who  wished  to  remain 
anonymous,  said  he  had  attended  the 
meeting  to  participate  in  the  scheduled 
discussion  of  improving  the  quality  of  food 


served  to  volunteers  on  Thursday  and  Fri¬ 
day  nights.  “We  never  talked  about  pizza, 
or  subs,  or  anything,”  said  the  member. 
“The  United  Fruit  Co.  came  in  and  stole  the 
show.  We  were  all  so  flattered  that  they 
would  perform  at  a  membership  meeting  for 
free  that  we  just  went  along  with  whatever 
they  said.”  The  other  male  member  present, 
who  also  asked  that  his  name  be  withheld 
from  print,  claimed  the  action  by  the  fake 
Fruit  Co.  had  galvanized  a  feeling  of  male 
Ponding.  “I  was  basking  in  it  —  that’s  all  I 
can  say.  It  was  like,  like,  we  were  all 
together,  you  know,  just  being  guys  and 
stuff.  The  next  thing  we  knew,  we’d  pissed 
our  decision-making  power  away.” 

When  asked  to  comment,  a  spokesperson 
for  the  real  United  Fruit  Co.  said,  “Those 
gals  at  GCB  proved  what  we’ve  been  saying 
all  along  —  wearing  pumps  and  pearls  can 
be  a  politicizing  experience.”  □ 


The  fake  facial  hair  of  the  would-be  fruits  had  the  guys  convinced 
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S.J  Winn 


Caption  contest  winners! 

The  winners  of  GCB's  “What  is  this  man  say¬ 
ing?”  Photo  caption  contest  have  been  picked  by 
our  panel  of  experts,  and  the  winners  are: 

1.  “It's  about  yay  by  yay.”  Submitted  by  S. 
Hawkins,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

2.  “Calling  this  'eight  inches'  is  really  a  Measure¬ 
ment  Miracle!"  Submitted  by  Randy  Bushybeard, 
Backwoods,  Maine. 

3.  “I  tell  ya,  it  felt  no  bigger  than  this  as  it  was  going 
in."  Submitted  by  K.H.  Pupcon,  of  the  Doofy 
Country  Club. 


Hey  baby,  what’s  your 
name? 

If  you  thought  choosing  children  was  a  big  decision ,  wait'll 
you  try  naming  the  little  buggers 


The  First  Lesbian  Don’t-Call-Me-Baby  Name 
Book.  By  O’livya  Ownlife.  Daffy  Dyke  Press, 
Topeka,  KS  1989.  $10.95  paper,  187  pp. 

Reviewed  by  B.  Eartha  Certificate 

The  lesbian  baby  boom  made  publica¬ 
tion  of  a  lesbian  baby  name  book  in¬ 
evitable.  This  book  is  for  the  lesbian 
considering  parenthood,  searching  for  the 
right  name  for  her  child.  But  in  our  com¬ 
munity,  it’s  not  only  babies  who  sometimes 
need  new  names.  This  book  is  also  for  the 
lesbian  trying  to  choose  a  new  name  for 
herself,  whether  for  “the  child  within”  or 
for  the  woman  the  child  has  become. 

Undoubtedly  some  don’t  believe  in  les¬ 
bians  having  babies.  Others  don’t  believe  in 
4  lesbians  changing 

their  names.  If  you 
fU \  J . * t  believe  in  either  one, 
you  need  The  First 
Lesbian  Don’t-Call-Me-Baby  Book. 

Author  Ownlife  cleverly  divides  her  name 
book  into  two  sections.  Not  the  typical 
“Boy’s  Names”  and  “Girls’  Names,”  mind 
you,  but  “First  Names”  and  “Last 
Names.”  Actual  listings  of  names  are  in¬ 
terspersed  with  the  author’s  theory,  com¬ 
mentary,  and  ideas  about  naming  techni¬ 
ques. 

First  names  suggested  by  Ownlife  include 
increasingly  popular  Nature  or  Rural 
Names,  such  as  the  familiar  Sunshine,  But¬ 
terfly,  Prairie,  and  Quartermoon.  Less  com¬ 
mon  Nature  Names  appear  as  well,  among 
them  Okra,  which  is  also  listed  in  the 
“Celebrity  Sound-Alike”  name  category. 
Endangered  Species  Names,  among  them 
Orca  and  Ozone,  are  introduced.  Ownlife 
traces  the  use  of  Rural  Names  by  white 
North  Americans  back  to  Mark  Twain’s 
Huckleberry  Finn. 

For  more  conservative  nature  lovers, 
Ownlife  offers  Nature  names  that  are 
already  acceptable  in  American  Culture 
(sic).  Iris,  Emerald,  Opal,  Pansy,  Robin, 
etc. 

Noting  the  growing  inclination  among 
some  lesbians  to  “cherish  the  positive  in  all 
things,”  Don’t  Call  Me  Baby  includes  a 
special  section  on  Urban  Names,  which  she 
predicts  will  soon  become  favorites.  She  in¬ 
troduces  such  names  as  Mazda,  Highrise, 
Pavement,  and  Dumpster. 

Telescoped  or  abbreviated  versions  of  the 
sometimes  lengthy  Urban  Names  provide 
another  option,  writes  Ownlife.  Hence 
names  like  Pooscoo,  from  Pooper  Scooper, 
and  Cellucarne,  derived  from  Cellular  Car 
Phone.  Megby,  shortened  from  Megabyte, 
is  also  mentioned.  One  of  my  personal 
favorites  is  Ownlife’s  new  spelling  of  the 
name  Adam:  Atm,  the  abbreviation  for 
Automatic  Teller  Machine. 

Goddess  Names  are  included  in  Ownlife’s 
book,  though  the  author  warns  readers  that 
such  names  often  meet  with  accusations  of 
self-glorification.  Ownlife  recommends  the 
comeback,  “Just  think  of  it  as  the  Lesbian 
version  of  the  common  Latino  name 
Jesus\” 

Ownlife  reports  that  lesbians,  always 
creative,  are  constantly  developing  new 
naming  techniques.  One  Ouija-proficient 
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dyke  reportedly  now  has  two  sons  named 
Aieeeeg  and  Phrmlfpt.  Surely,  this  techni¬ 
que  is  not  for  everyone! 

Don  ’t-Call-Me-Baby  sports  an  entire  sec¬ 
tion  of  what  Ownlife  terms  “Genital 
Names.”  In  her  introduction  to  the  section, 
she  cites  the  desire  for  lesbians  to  reclaim 
our  bodies  as  the  chief  reason  for  selection 
of  Genital  Names.  She  does  not  address  the 
issue  of  Genital  Names  as  a  form  of  objec¬ 
tification  of  women,  which  I  believe  to  be  an 
important  issue  here.  We’ve  been  called 
“Cunt”  by  men  for  too  many  years.  Why 
begin  calling  ourselves  that? 

I  must  admit,  though,  that  some  of 
Ownlife’s  genital-based  Names  are  charm¬ 
ing.  My  favorites  were  the  derivations 
Vaginia  and  Vulvetta  (can  you  see  the  twins 
now?).  Yoni  is  suggested,  of  course,  as  is 
Tamponna.  Beaver  appears  both  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  and  as  a  Nature  Name. 

Peter,  Dick,  and  Weenie  are  the  only 
three  Genital  Names  presented  for  boys, 
though  several  spelling  variations  are 
presented  for  the  latter. 

The  Last  Names  section  of  Ownlife’s 
book  is  comparatively  brief,  as  Ownlife  con¬ 
tends  that  First  Names  make  some  of  the 
best  Last  Names. 

Ownlife  strongly  favors  discarding 
patriarchal  family  names  most  of  us  were 
given  at  birth.  Still,  she  recognizes  the  desire 
for  last  names  that  convey  a  person’s 
ethnicity  or  national  origin.  To  this  end, 
Ownlife  suggests  that  the  name  O’Day  can 
be  changed  to  O ’Daydream,  Yonkowitz  to 
Yoniwitz,  Lee  to  Merrilee  or  Lovinglee,  and 
so  on. 

She  argues  convincingly  against  creating  a 
child’s  last  name  by  hyphenating  the  last 
names  of  her  mothers: 

Using  this  method,  in  just  one  generation 
there  would  be  children  with  names  like 
Aphrodite  Leopard-Ocean-O’Cunt- 
mouth-Stoplight .  Think  of  the  decline  in 
children’s  test  scores  when  half  the  school 
day  is  spent  calling  the  roll!  And  pity  the 
child  with  six  co-mothers  when  she  has  to 
learn  to  spell  her  name. 

To  those  lesbians  who  insist  on 
hyphenating,  Ownlife  recommends  con- 
considering  honoring  the  “father”  by  including 
him  in  the  name.  Names  such  as  Donor- 
Jones  and  Arnica-Turkey baster  result.  (The 
author  reports  that  one  lesbian  used  the 
above  when  choosing  her  baby’s  first  name. 
Her  daughter  is  referred  to  as  BabyDi,  short 
for  Donor  Insemination.) 

Ownlife’s  useful  name  lists  and  ideas  are 
enriched  by  her  inclusion  of  selected  stories 
about  names  and  naming.  My  favorite, 
from  her  own  life: 

Perhaps  my  fascination  with  names 
developed  in  response  to  my  parents’  lack 
of  creativity  and  agreement  about  my  own 
name.  At  the  time  of  my  birth  they  had  not 
arrived  at  a  decision.  In  fact,  my  birth  cer¬ 
tificate  identifies  me  as  “Baby  Girl 
Waters.”  My  given  name,  Shala,  was 
chosen  three  weeks  later. 

When  I  was  seventeen  and  a  budding 
feminist,  I  once  admonished  my  father, 
“Don’t  Call  Me  Baby!”  His  reply?  “But, 
Honey,  that’s  your  name!”D 
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NY  Post 

gay- baits 
Arts  Council 


Attack  on  progressive  arts  projects  aims 
to  influence  state  budget  negotiations 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

ALBANY,  NY  —  Advocates  of  the  arts 
and  civil  rights  supporters  vehemently  de¬ 
nounced  several  New  York  Post  articles  that 
attacked  “left-of-center”  or  “homosexual- 
oriented”  projects  funded  by  the  New  York 
State  Council  on  the  Arts.  In  sensa¬ 
tionalists  news  stories  that  ran  March  16 
and  17  in  the  Manhattan-based  tabloid, 
writer  Fredric  Dicker  told  taxpayers  their 
money  was  “bankrolling  groups  promoting 
transvestism,  lesbianism  and  male  homosex¬ 
uality.” 

The  articles  were  hailed  with  banner 
headlines,  such  as  “Men  in  Drag:  Your  Tax 
Dollars  at  Work.”  An  accompanying 
editorial  chastised  the  New  York  State 
Council  on  the  Arts  for  disregarding 
society’s  moral  standards.  The  Post 
editorial  asked,  “How  is  it  that  folks  en¬ 
trusted  with  handing  out  public  funds  have 
no  problem  with  giving  a  psychological 
disorder  —  and  yes,  Virginia,  transvestism  is 


a  psychological  disorder  —  the  imprimatur 
of  the  State  of  New  York?  At  a  broader 
level,  who  is  it  at  the  council  that  thinks  the 
promotion  of  homosexuality  and  lesbianism 
is  in  the  public  interest?” 

Outraged  lesbians  and  gay  men  joined 
forces  with  other  activists  in  the  arts  com¬ 
munity  to  decry  the  bigoted  stories.  They 
charge  Dicker  and  the  Post  with  attempting 
to  restrict  freedom  of  expression  and  other 
constitutional  rights.  According  to  lesbian 
writer  Judith  McDaniel,  an  Albany  resident 
who  formerly  served  on  an  Arts  Council 
review  panel,  the  Post  articles  were  a 
calculated  homophobic  attack. 

McDaniel  explained  that  the  legislature  is 
about  to  negotiate  next  year’s  budget,  so  the 
stories  were  clearly  intended  to  undercut 
support  for  the  Arts  Council.  “This  is  not 
an  innocent  coincidence,”  McDaniel  said. 
“It’s  one  more  in  a  long  series  of  lesbian  and 

Continued  on  page  7 


Ann  Arbor  unionist 
cleared  of  charges 

But  ruling  fails  to  address  homophobia  among  leaders 

By  jud  Kempson 

ANN  ARBOR,  MI  —  A  lesbian  Trot¬ 
skyist  who  leads  bargaining  negotiations  for 
a  large  union  at  the  University  of  Michigan 
was  recently  cleared  of  charges  brought 
against  her  by  other  members  of  the  union’s 
leadership.  Judy  Levy,  Bargaining  Chair  of 
Local  1583  of  the  American  Federation  of 
State,  City  and  Municipal  Employees 
(AFSCME),  was  charged  with  disloyalty 
and  usurpation  and  circumvention  of 
democratic  process  for  her  public  criticism 
of  the  union’s  leadership  and  grassroots 
organizing  within  the  union’s  general 
membership. 

The  conflicts  between  Levy  and  other 
leaders  of  Local  1583,  which  represents  over 
2400  service  and  maintenance  workers  at 
the  university,  began  several  months  ago 
when  she  was  suspended  for  publicly 
criticizing  the  union’s  president,  Leroy 
Carter.  After  widespread  protest  by  the 
general  membership.  Levy  was  reinstated, 
but  Carter  and  other  union  leaders  brought 
formal  charges  against  her  with  the  union. 

(See  GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  11) 

John  Seferian  of  AFSCME’s  Interna¬ 
tional  Judicial  Panel  in  Washington,  D.C., 
ruled  on  Jan.  28  that  Levy  was  not  guilty  of 
the  charges  brought  against  her.  He  also 
found  Carter  not  guilty  of  charges  Levy  had 
brought;  she  accused  the  president  of  deny¬ 
ing  her  right  to  free  speech  and  of  being  in 
collusion  with  management.  Seferian’s  rul¬ 
ing  came  over  two  months  after  he  presided 
over  a  closed  union  trial  in  Ann  Arbor  on 
Nov.  21  and  22  of  last  year.  According  to 
witnesses,  the  trial,  which  lasted  20  hours 
and  produced  over  700  pages  of  testimony, 
evoked  images  of  purge  trials  during  the 
height  of  McCarthyism. 

Levy  told  GCN  that  she  felt  she  was  being 
tried  as  a  communist  and  a  lesbian.  She  said 
that  of  the  nine  hours  she  was  on  the  witness 
stand,  six  hours  of  cross-examination  focus- 
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ed  on  her  political  beliefs  and  affiliations. 
“It  was  quite  chilling”  Levy  said. 

Two  newspaper  articles  were  submitted 
by  Roger  Webb,  the  attorney  representing 
Carter  and  the  other  leaders,  as  evidence  of 
Levy’s  communism  and  lesbianism.  One 
was  from  Fighting  Worker  (FW),  a  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Revolutionary  Workers  League 
(RWL).  The  other  article  was  from  Gay 
Community  News.  Both  articles  covered 
Levy’s  suspension  last  August  and  subse¬ 
quent  reinstatement  in  September. 

In  reference  to  the  FW  article,  Levy  says 
she  was  grilled  by  Webb  about  whom  she 
spoke  with  on  the  paper,  which  union 
members  received  FW  and  which  were 
members  of  RWL.  The  GCN  article, 
published  on  Sept.  27,  1987,  was  submitted 
as  evidence  for  charges  filed  on  Sept,  8,  over 
two  weeks  earlier. 

According  to  Levy,  the  GCN  article  was 
Continued  on  page  12 


Judy  Levy  of  AFSCME’s  Local  1583 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“The  Civil  Rights  Restoration  Act  would 
force  churches  to  hire  active  homosexual 
drug  addicts  with  AIDS  to  be  a  teacher  or 
youth  pastor.” 

—  Moral  Majority  leader  Jerry 
Falwell,  in  a  telephone  and  mail  blitz  at¬ 
tempting  to  sway  Congress  to  support 
Ronald  Reagan ’s  veto  of  the  landmark  Civil 
Rights  Restoration  Act.  Falwell’s  strategy 
—  and  Reagan 's  last-minute  lobying  —  did 
not  succeed.  The  veto  was  easily  overridden 
by  Congress,  thus  approving  legislation  that 
prohibits  recipients  of  any  federal  funds 
from  violating  anti-discrimination  laws.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  reports  in  the  Boston  Globe, 
some  of  the  bill’s  strongest  opponents  dis¬ 
counted  Falwell’s  argument,  claiming  the 
bill  does  not  guarantee  civil  rights  protec¬ 
tions  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 


Something  about 
the  woman 


CHARLOTTE,  NC  —  A  performance  by 
singer  Cris  Williamson  was  picketed  by  ten 
Christian  protesters  as  newspaper  editorials 
argued  over  the  relationship  of  women’s 
music  to  lesbianism  and  whether  it  makes  a 
difference. 

Williamson  played  to  a  packed  audience 
of  592  people  in  the  South  Mecklenberg 
High  School,  reports  The  Front  Page.  A  few 
days  before  the  performance,  an  entertain¬ 
ment  publication  Creative  Loafing  had 
characterized  the  concert  as  a  coming-out 
rally  for  lesbians. 

After  the  Creative  Loafing  article  ap¬ 
peared,  the  picket  was  organized  by  Con¬ 
cerned  Charlotteans,  a  Christian  group  led 
by  Fundamentalist  minister  Joe  Chambers. 
Two  TV  stations  aired  local  news  stories 
about  the  protest,  including  interviews  with 
the  concert  producers  and  Chambers. 
“Homosexual  acts  are  illegal  in  North 
Carolina,”  said  Chambers.  “To  conduct  a 
program  that  would  appear  to  be  an  effort 
to  promote  that  kind  of  lifestyle  would  be  an 
affront  to  everything  that  is  decent  in  our 
community.” 

The  editorial  page  editor  of  The  Charlotte 
Observer  strongly  disagreed  in  a  signed 
editorial  published  the  next  week.  Saying 
that  he  and  his  wife  would  have  gone  to  the 
concert  if  they  had  been  able  to  locate  a 
babysitter,  Ed  Williams  wrote,  “I’m  a  fan 
of  Williamson’s  music.  1  knew  she  was  a 
feminist,  but  I  didn’t  know  she  was 
homosexual.  To  be  honest,  I  can’t  say  1 
care. ...I  could  make  a  long  list  of  the  sorts 
of  people  I  want  [my  son]  to  avoid  in  this 
world,  and  no  one  would  be  on  it  simply 
because  he  or  she  is  homosexual.... If  you 
think  you  can  tell  who’s  homosexual  and 
who  isn’t  by  what  music  they  like,  you’re 
too  dumb  to  be  walking  around  loose.” 

According  to  Williamson,  the  Charlotte 
incident  was  the  first  time  one  of  her  con¬ 
certs  has  been  picketed  in  her  17  years  in 
women’s  music. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

NY  Commission 
upholds  PWA  rights 

NEW  YORK  —  The  New  York  City 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  has  upheld 
the  right  of  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  to 
receive  non-discriminatory  health  care.  The 
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preliminary  procedural  ruling  links  profes¬ 
sional  offices  with  hospitals  and  clinics  as 
places  of  public  accommodation  that  can¬ 
not  delay  treatment  to  PWAs. 

The  case  began  when  John  Campanella 
filed  a  complaint  with  the  Commission 
against  a  Manhattan  dentist  who  refused  to 
treat  him  because  he  has  AIDS.  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Law  Judge  William  Kirch- 
gaessner  ruled  that  professional  offices 
are  “establishments  dealing  with  goods  or 
services”  and  are  therefore  covered  by  the 
New  York  City  law  banning  discrimination. 

The  ruling  affects  health  care  workers, in¬ 
cluding  dentists,  doctors,  and  nurses,  and 
probably  other  professionals  such  as 
lawyers  and  psychotherapists. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

National  conference 
set  for  grassroots 
queers 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  Building  on  the 
momentum  generated  by  the  March  on 
Washington,  Twin  City  lesbians  and  gay 
men  are  planning  a  grassroots  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  leadership  conference  for  May  13-15. 

The  gathering,  called  “Forward  in 
Unity,”  will  strive  to  provide  skills, 
resources  and  opportunities  for  networking 
in  order  to  facilitate  participants’  abilities  to 
function  as  grassroots  leaders  in  their  own 
communities.  The  conference  aims  to  draw 
upon  the  cultural  and  spiritual  resources 
available  in  a  setting  that  crosses  lines  of 
race,  sex,  class  and  disability.  Planned  ac¬ 
tivities  include  plenary  sessions,  workshops, 
social  and  entertainment  events,  small 
group  discussions,  local  and  regional 
meetings,  and  a  resource  fair. 

Conference  organizers  hope  to  draw  over 
300  people  from  around  the  country.  A 
registration  fee  of  $100  covers  all  events  and 
most  meals,  and  reduced  fees  are  available 
for  low  income  persons.  For  information, 
write  to  Forward  in  Unity,  P.O.  Box 
300171,  Minneapolis,  MN  55403. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Black  infant 
mortality  rates  stun 

BOSTON  —  A  Black  baby  born  in 
Boston  has  about  a  one  in  40  chance  of  dying 
in  its  first  year  —  the  worst  Black  infant 
mortality  rate  of  any  city  in  the  country. 
While  Massachusetts  has  one  of  the  ten  best 
white  infant  mortality  rates  in  the  country,  it 
has  the  seventh  worst  rate  for  Black  infants, 
reports  the  Boston  Globe.  And  between 
1984  and  1985  the  Black  infant  mortality 
rate  rose  an  alarming  46%  in  the  state,  73% 
in  Boston. 

Improvement  in  the  U.S.  infant  mortality 
rate  stopped  in  1985,  leaving  it  19th  in  the 
world.  In  1985,  the  infant  mortality  rate  rose 
in  18  states,  along  with  national  rises  in  the 
rates  of  low-birth-weight  babies  (the 
primary  cause  of  infant  death,  often  caused 
by  the  mother’s  poor  health),  premature 
births,  women  receiving  late  or  no  prenatal 
care,  and  Black  maternal  mortality.  The 
lowest  state  rate  of  Black  infant  mortality 
that  year  was  greater  than  the  highest  white 
rate. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Boston  quilt  site  set 

BOSTON  —  The  Park  Plaza  “Castle” 
has  been  chosen  as  a  local  exhibition  site  for 
the  NAMES  Project  quilt,  a  nation-wide 
community  arts  venture  commemorating 
people  who  died  of  AIDS.  The  quilt  will  be 
displayed  in  Boston  June  17-19  during  its 
national  tour.  The  Castle,  on  Columbus 
Street  near  Arlington,  will  accommodate  a 
large  portion  of  the  quilt,  though  organizers 
still  seek  additional  space  to  exhibit  more 
panels  of  the  ever-growing  memorial. 

NAMES  Project/New  England  recently 
received  a  $5,000  donation  from  Boston’s 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  to  fund  a 
staff  position.  Organizers  have  also  begun 
an  “Every  Penny  Counts”  campaign,  con¬ 
sisting  of  donation  jars  placed  in  community 
gathering  spots  around  town.  More  dona¬ 
tions,  volunteers  and  people  interested  in 
making  quilt  panels  are  always  welcome. 
Organizer  Merle  Bricknell  explained  that 
money  raised  will  be  used  to  bring  the  quilt 
to  Boston,  with  any  surplus  funds  going  to 
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support  direct  services  for  people  with 
AIDS. 

Bricknell  said  NAMES  Project/New  Eng¬ 
land  seeks  volunteers  in  specific  areas,  in 
eluding  coordinators  for  the  “Every  Penny 
Counts”  campaign,  poster/flyer 
distributors  and  contacts  with  communities 
of  color,  youth  groups,  IV  drug  users  and 
others.  Upcoming  quilting  bees,  held  at  6 
p.m.  at  the  Arlington  Street  Church,  are 
scheduled  for  March  31,  April  7  and  April 
11.  For  further  information,  call  451-9003. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Bisexuals  take  note 

VISALIA,  CA  —  The  first  national 
newsletter  for  bisexuals  is  available  from 
Gibbon  Publications.  Bisexuality,  A 
Publication  of  News,  Views  and  Network¬ 
ing,  will  appear  initially  as  a  monthly 
newsletter  and  may  expand  as  interest  and 
resources  grow. 

The  folks  at  Gibbon  say  the  journal  is  im¬ 
portant  because  bisexuals  comprise  their 
own  national  community  and  need  a  forum 
to  discuss  issues  of  their  sexual,  social  and 
political  affiliations.  The  newsletter  will  also 
help  bisexuals  “have  the  courage,  self- 
confidence  and  pride”  to  be  “out”  as  ftisex- 
uals  and  to  be  united  in  their  efforts  to  com¬ 
bat  the  myths  about  AIDS  being  “spread” 
among  straight  people  by  bisexuals. 

A  subscription  costs  $25  per  year,  which 
the  publishers  say  is  refundable,  if  you’re 
not  satisfied.  For  information,  contact  Gib¬ 
bon  Publications  at  P.O.  Box  1 174,  Visalia, 
CA  93277-1174. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Gay  violence 
statistics  sought 

WASHINGTON  —  Were  you  or  so¬ 
meone  you  know  victimized  by  anti-gay 
violence  in  1987?  If  so,  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF)  wants  to 
hear  about  it. 

NGLTF  prepares  an  annual  report 
documenting  anti-gay  harassment  and 
violence.  The  report  has  been  used  to  lobby 
for  legislation  to  fight  hate  crimes.  Reports 
of  anti-gay  incidents  more  than  doubled  in 
1986  from  those  documented  in  1985.  Com¬ 
mented  Kevin  Berrill,  Director  of  NGLTF’s 
Anti- Violence  Project,  “The  data  provided 
us  by  local  groups  have  been  extremely 
useful  in  promoting  federal  action  —  in¬ 
cluding  a  groundbreaking  study  of  hate 
violence  by  the  Justice  Department  and  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  federal  ‘Hate  Crimes 
Statistics  Act’  by  the  House  Judiciary 
Committee.  We  really  need  community 
groups  to  provide  us  with  information  on 
local  harassment  and  violence  so  we  can 
keep  the  issue  alive  and  the  pressure  on.” 

If  you  know  about  an  anti-gay  incident, 
please  contact  Kevin  Berrill  to  learn  who  in 
your  area  is  collecting  violence  data  for 
NGLTF.  NGLTF,  1517  U  Street,  NW, 
Washington,  DC,  20009,  (202)  332-6483. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Lesbian  loses 
custody  appeal 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO  —  The  state  Court  of 
Appeals  has  upheld  a  decision  that  denied 
custody  to  a  mother  because  she  is  a  lesbian. 

According  to  off  our  backs,  the  court 
found  that  the  woman  and  her  ex-husband 
were  equally  fit  as  parents,  but  her  les¬ 
bianism  “tipped  the  scales”  in  the  father’s 
favor.  A  dissenting  judge  cited  cases  from 
Massachusetts,  Indiana,  South  Carolina, 
and  West  Virginia  in  which  courts  have  rul¬ 
ed  that  homosexuality  is  not  sufficient 
grounds  for  denying  custody. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Boston  MACT  to 
host  national 
convention 

BOSTON  —  Men  of  All  Colors  Together- 
Boston  (formerly  Black  and  White  Men 
Together-Boston)  will  host  the  eighth  An¬ 
nual  Convention  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Black  and  White  Men  Together  on 
July  5-9. 

The  convention  theme  will  be  “Looking 


In  and  Reaching  Out.”  Topics  for 
workshops,  panels,  and  discussions  will 
range  from  coming  out  to  substance  abuse 
to  political  and  community  involvement. 

For  more  information,  write  to  Conven¬ 
tion  ’88,  P.O.  Box  3119,  Westport,  MA 
02790.  Registration  is  $70.00 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

German  feminists 
rounded  up 

BERLIN,  WEST  GERMANY  —  Thirty- 
three  simultaneous  raids  by  the 
Bundeskriminalamt  —  the  German 
equivalent  of  the  FBI  —  targeted  feminist 
activists  who  have  researched  and  spoken 
out  against  reproductive  and  genetic 
engineering. 

According  to  off  our  backs,  hundreds  of 
heavily  armed  police  participated  in  the 
raids  at  4:30  p.m.  on  Dec.  18,  1987.  The 
women  taken  into  custody  were  forced  to 
strip  and  all  “non-changeable  marks”  — 
scars,  moles,  etc.  —  on  their  bodies  were 
written  in  the  police  records.  The  police 
were  reported  in  the  German  press  to  be 
looking  for  members  of  a  “terrorist 
organization,”  although  many  of  the 
women  were  not  told  of  any  grounds  for  the 
raids. 

“No  concrete  accusation  or  crime  was  be¬ 
ing  investigated,”  pointed  out  Maria  Mies, 
who  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  first 
large  feminist  conference  against  reproduc¬ 
tive  and  genetic  technology  held  in  Bonn  in 
1985.  “This  means  that  women  doing 
‘Aufklarungsarbeit,*  that  is,  researching 
reproductive  or  genetic  engineering,  or  talk¬ 
ing  about  it  or  giving  seminars,  are  already 
doing  enough  to  provide  a  pretext  for  the  at¬ 
torney  general  to  launch  such  a  police  action.  ” 

The  Gene  Archive,  which  since  1982  has 
housed  information  on  the  scientific,  legal 
and  political  aspects  of  reproductive  and 
genetic  engineering,  attracted  particular  at¬ 
tention.  Police  seized  scientific  papers  and 
the  women’s  seminar  materials,  drafts  for 
speeches,  published  work,  videos,  tapes  of 
radio  programs,  postcards,  brochures,  and 
private  address  books. 

In  a  statement  issued  after  the  raids, 
feminist  activists  asked  supporters  to  write 
letters  to  Frau  Prof.  Rita  Sussmuth,  Minister 
of  Family,  Health,  Women  and  Youth, 
Ministerium  fur  Familie,  Gesundheit, 
Frauen  and  Jugend,  5300  Bonn,  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Film  on  lovers  of 
PWAs  in  works 

NEW  YORK  —  What  happens  to  the 
lovers  of  people  with  AIDS?  How  do  they 
experience  the  passage  from  lover  to 
caregiver  to  “widower?”  How  do  they  cope 
with  society’s  rejection,  with  their  own  fears 
of  infection? 

These  and  other  questions  led  to  the  con¬ 
cept  of  Don ’t  Leave  Me  This  Way,  a  feature- 
length  documentary  film  to  be  shot  this  spr¬ 
ing.  According  to  Men  of  All  Colors 
Together  New  York,  the  film  will  focus  on  5 
or  6  gay  men  telling  their  own  stories  about 
their  lovers’  illnesses  and  deaths. 

Director/co-producer  Barry  Swimar  is 
still  selecting  subjects  for  the  film  who  will 
reflect  the  diversity  of  the  gay  community. 
Anyone  interested  in  participating  in  the 
project  can  contact  Swimar  at  (212) 
505-9748. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 
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State  picks  up  tab  for  arts  grants  to  transvestite  and  gov  q 


MEN  IN  DRAG: 


YOUR  TAX 
OLLARS 
AT  WORK 


By  FREDRIC  DICKER 

State  Political  Editor 
ALBANY  -  New  York 
Slate  taxpayers  are  cough¬ 
ing  up  tens  of  thousands  of 
dollars  this  year  to  pro¬ 
mote  transvestism,  les¬ 
bianism  and  male  homo¬ 
sexuality.  an  investigation 
by  The  Post  has  found 
The  tax  money  —  a  total 
of  nearly  $100,000  over  the 
last  few  years  —  is  being 
channelled  to  several 
homosexual  activist 

groups  by  the  New  York 
State  Council  on  the  Arts,  a 
Post  review  of  over  1000 
council  grants  revealed 
The  council,  headed  by 
television  personality 
Kitty  Carlisle  Hart, 
awards  grants  to  more 
than  1500  local  arts  groups 


across  the  state. 

Recipients  range 
from  the  Ukrainian 
Museum  and  the 
Seneca  Nation  Li¬ 
brary  to  the  presti 
gious  New  York  Phil¬ 
harmonic.  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Opera,  the 
New  York  City  Ballet 
and  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art. 

But  also  being 
funded  by  the  council 
is  a  photographic  ex- 


This  photograph,  by  Mari 
as  women  at  a  1984  pc 
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gay  witch  hunts,  certainly  not  in  New  York 
State  alone.” 

Barbara  Smith,  a  Black  lesbian  writer  and 
activist,  added,  ‘‘I  frankly  feel  that  during 
these  last  few  months  we’re  reaping  all  the 
horrors  of  the  Reagan  years.  It’s  right-wing 

“It’s  one  more  in  a  long 
series  of  lesbian  and  gay 
witch  hunts,  certainly  not  in 
New  York  State  alone.  ” 

politicos  wielding  the  poisonous  fruit  of 
another  attack.  Here  we  go  again.” 

The  Post  stories  focused  particular 
criticism  on  eight  projects  partially  funded 
through  the  Arts  Council.  These  include  a 
documentary  film  about  the  effect  of  AIDS 
on  the  gay  community,  Conditions  —  a 
feminist  magazine  with  an  emphasis  on 
writing  by  lesbians,  a  film  about  a 
Nicaraguan  poet  and  a  project  by  a  tenants’ 
advocacy  group.  Dicker’s  writing,  peppered 
with  propaganda,  was  homophobic  and 
otherwise  left-bashing  with  repeated 
references  to  ‘‘pro-Sandinista,  anti- 
landlord  and  anti-Apartheid 
organizations.” 

Lamented  Dicker,  “No  council  money  is 
going  to  help  the  cause  of  Nicaragua’s  anti- 
Sandinista  contras.” 

But  most  of  Dicker’s  criticism  centered  on 
a  photo  exhibit  about  cross-dressing  by 
photographer  Mariette  Pathy  Allen.  In  what 
McDaniel  called  “clearly  yellow 
journalism,”  the  Post  printed  several  of 
Allen’s  photos  with  cryptic  captions  while 
slamming  her  for  promoting  “the  intimate 
moments”  of  transvestites. 

“Would  questions  of  ‘promoting’  a  con¬ 
stituency  have  come  up  for  a  disabled  arts 
project  or  a  Black  arts  project?”  queried 
Libby  Post,  co-chair  of  the  New  York  State 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Lobby.  “Our  artistic  ex¬ 
pression  is  an  essential  constitutional  right. 
[The  articles]  lay  the  breeding  ground  for 
homophobia.” 

According  to  Smith,  a  member  of  the  Kit¬ 
chen  Table  Women  of  Color  Press  which 
has  received  Arts  Council  funding,  the  Post 
attack  was  particularly  insulting  in  its 
presumption  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  do 
not  pay  taxes.  “Our  money’s  in  that  pool, 
too,”  Smith  said.  “The  articles  were  so 
scurrilous  I  was  ready  to  have  heart 
failure.” 

Agreed  Post,  “We  only  ask  for  our  fair 
share  of  the  tax  base.  They’re  implying  we 
should  be  doubly  taxed  —  that  we  must  pay 
taxes  and  then  raise  money  to  support  our 
own  projects.” 

Representatives  from  the  Arts  Council 
also  lambasted  the  Post’s  self-proclaimed 
‘expose.’  Kitty  Carlisle  Hart,  a  former 
television  personality  who  now  chairs  the 
council’s  board  of  directors,  defended  the 
Arts  Council  and  called  the  attack  an  at¬ 
tempt  at  censorship  that  bordered  on  a  witch 
hunt.  “We  fund  art,”  Carlisle  Hart  said, 
“not  activities  or  political  viewpoints.  We 
see  operas  and  plays  all  the  time  about 
heterosexual  misogyny,  murder  and  incest. 
That  doesn’t  mean  we  advocate  those 


things.” 

Jewelle  Gomez,  a  Black  lesbian  activist 
and  writer  who  works  as  a  program  assistant 
at  the  Arts  Council,  called  the  Post  stories 
“wild-eyed,  nonfactual  rabble-rousing.” 
She  said  more  Arts  Council  staff  were  ex¬ 
pressing  support  by  wearing  labyrises  and 
pink  triangles.  “Every  so  often,”  Gomez 
said,  “the  conservatives  try  to  find  a  way  to 
sting  the  council.  It’s  the  emotional  stuff 
that  hurts  —  being  fair  game  for 
homophobic  attacks.” 

Gomez  said  she  doubted  the  Dicker  ar¬ 
ticles  could  do  much  harm,  but  she  express¬ 
ed  concern  about  a  proposed  funding  in¬ 
crease  specifically  earmarked  for  minorities 
and  rural  communities.  Currently,  the  Arts 
Council  annual  budget  tops  $45  million, 
making  it  by  far  the  largest  state  arts  alloca¬ 
tion  in  the  nation.  The  council  —  which 
funds  huge  organizations  like  the  New  York 
City  Ballet,  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art  and  the  New  York  Philharmonic  as  well 
as  smaller  projects  —  has  requested  a  5 
million  dollar  increase  in  next  year’s  budget. 

Critics  charge  the  Post  with  inciting 
legislators  to  question  the  council’s  integrity 
and  autonomy.  After  the  Post  articles  ap¬ 
peared,  the  conservative  chair  of  the  state 
Assembly  Tourism  and  Arts  Committee, 
Matthew  Murphy,  called  a  hearing  in  the 
capital  (Albany)  to  examine  Arts  Council 
protocol.  On  March  23,  about  15  members 
of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  met  with  Carli¬ 
sle  Hart  and  Mary  Hays,  executive  director 
of  the  Arts  Council. 

The  open  hearing  was  attended  by  Albany 
supporters  including  McDaniel,  Smith  and 
Elly  Bulkin,  founding  editor  of  Conditions 
magazine.  In  addition,  a  busload  of  arts  and 
civil  rights  advocates  trekked  up  from 
Manhattan  to  lend  support  to  the  Arts 
Council.  The  room  was  largely  filled  with 
observers  who  were  offended  by  the  Post 
coverage,  according  to  Smith. 

Among  those  who  traveled  to  Albany  to 
champion  the  breadth  of  council  funding 
were  Jane  Delgado,  executive  director  of  the 
Association  of  Hispanic  Arts,  and  Leon 
Denmark,  a  producing  director  with  the 
Negro  Ensemble  Company.  They  told 
Smith  they  came  to  protest  the  homophobic 
slurs  and  attempts  at  censorship.  “A  lot  of 
people  rallied  to  support  the  diversity  in¬ 
herent  in  the  arts,”  Smith  said,  “and  to 
speak  up  for  people  under  attack.  They 
realize  that  other  groups  could  just  as  well 
be  attacked.” 

Despite  the  support,  Smith  noted  that 
with  the  exception  of  Carlisle  Hart  and 
Hays,  everyone  allowed  to  speak  at  the  hear¬ 
ing  was  white  and  male.  “This  shows  why 
lesbians  and  gay  men  and  people  of  color 
need  to  run  for  elective  office,”  she  said. 

Otherwise,  McDaniel  called  the  hearing  a 
“real  tight  meeting”  in  which  Carlisle  Hart 
and  Hays  ably  justified  the  Arts  Council’s 
budget.  She  told  GCN  that  although  some 
legislators  expressed  anti-gay  sentiment, 
others  defended  the  council.  Democrat 
Robert  Connor  said  he  was  embarrassed 
that  legislators  were  challenging  the  Arts 
Council,  adding,  “Dicker  is  the  black  hole 
of  the  media,  not  one  of  its  stars.” 

Continued  on  page  10 


Albany  rights  measure  fails 

Foes  say  no  evidence  of  discrimination  was  presented 


By  Jose  A.  Padilla 

ALBANY,  NY  —  The  Albany  Common 
Council  —  the  city’s  governing  body  —  re¬ 
jected  gay  rights  legislation  by  a  vote  of  12-2 
on  March  7.  The  set  of  bills,  introduced  a 
year  ago  by  Alderwoman  Nancy  Burton, 
would  have  provided  protections  from 
discrimination  by  adding  “sexual  orienta¬ 
tion”  to  the  city’s  employment  and  housing 
regulations.  The  legislation  was  the  first  at¬ 
tempt  to  pass  gay  rights  protections  in  the  ci¬ 
ty. 

The  measure,  despite  its  failure,  was  wide¬ 
ly  supported  within  the  community,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Jim  Perry,  president  of  the  Eleanor 
Roosevelt  Democratic  Club.  Efforts  to  pass 
the  ordinance  began  in  the  fall  of  1985  when 
nine  members  of  the  council  expressed  sup¬ 
port  for  the  bill.  After  its  introduction  in 
1987,  a  committee  of  four  council  members 
was  formed. 

In  three  public  hearings  many  people 
expressed  support  for  the  legislation. 
According  to  Barbara  Smith,  a  Black 
lesbian  activist  who  lives  in  Albany,  op¬ 
position  came  mainly  from  Christian 
fundamentalist  groups. 

The  results  of  a  public  opinion  poll  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  Concerned  Clergy  for  Civil 
Rights  conducted  by  the  State  University  of 
New  York  at  Albany  showed  that  72  percent 
of  the  people  interviewed  were  in  favor  of 
protection  against  discrimination  in  housing 
and  employment  for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Sixty-five  percent  said  they  favored  passage 

Rural  gay 
couple 
fights  back 

Massachusetts  residents  sue 
neighborhood  youth  for  civil 
rights  violations 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

WESTMINSTER,  MA  —  Two  gay  men 
are  resisting  an  onslaught  of  harassment  by 
their  neighbors  in  this  small  town  southeast 
of  Boston.  After  withstanding  malicious 
torment  for  nearly  seven  years,  Michael 
Martin  and  Frank  Santoro  have  taken  their 
grievances  to  court.  A  handful  of  legal  vic¬ 
tories  over  youths  accused  of  criminal  acts 
has  encouraged  the  gay  plaintiffs  to  pursue 
an  even  broader  lawsuit:  they  have  filed  a 
joint  charge  of  civil  rights  violations  against 
at  least  six  people  in  their  neighborhood. 

“We’re  not  going  to  be  run  out  of  town,” 
Martin  told  GCN.  “People  think  that  ‘fag¬ 
gots  are  supposed  to  back  off’  when 
pressured,  but  we  threw  'em  for  a  loop. 
We’re  fixing  to  put  Westminster  on  the 
map.” 

Slashed  tires,  strewn  garbage,  threatening 
phone  calls 

According  to  Martin  and  Santoro,  they 
began  experiencing  harassment  soon  after 
buying  30  acres  of  land  in  Westminster,  a 
rural  area  of  about  6000  people.  Martin 
said  both  he  and  his  lover  Santoro  grew  up 
in  nearby  towns  and  were  known  as  openly 
gay  men  when  they  moved  onto  their  pro¬ 
perty  in  1981.  They  charge  that  young  men 
from  the  neighborhood  used  their  land  for 
riding  motorcycles,  shooting  guns,  burning 
bonfires,  throwing  drinking  parties  and 
other  “carousing.”  According  to  Martin, 
the  town  police  tolerated  the  youths’  ac¬ 
tivities. 

When  he  and  Santoro  asked  the  young 
men  to  stay  off  their  property,  Martin  said, 
the  retaliation  began.  He  described  a  series 
of  vindictive  acts  including  the  slashing  of 
car  tires,  defacing  of  “no  trespassing” 
signs,  garbage  strewn  across  the  lawn,  at¬ 
tempted  break-ins  and  obscene  phone  calls. 

“We  haven’t  been  physically  harmed,” 
Martin  said,  “but  we’ve  suffered  great  men¬ 
tal  anguish.  These  punks  have  ruled  the 
neighborhood.  We  finally  put  our  feet  down 
to  seek  protection  from  hoodlums.” 

Over  the  last  two  years,  Martin  and  San¬ 
toro  filed  criminal  charges  against 
neighborhood  men  for  trespassing, 
malicious  destruction  of  private  property 
and  harassing  phone  calls.  Five  of  the  men 
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of  a  gay  rights  ordinance  in  Albany. 

Black  political  leaders  such  as  county 
legislator  James  Bouldin  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  legislation.  In  addition,  support  had 
been  secured  from  New  York  Gov.  Mario 
Cuomo  and  Sen.  Patrick  Moynihan. 

Despite  the  widespread  support,  however, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  Alderman 
Fox,  purportedly  speaking  on  behalf  of  all  of 
its  members,  presented  a  report  rejecting  the 
ordinance  on  the  evening  of  the  vote.  The 
report  concluded  that  no  evidence  of 
discrimination  had  been  presented  and  that 
passage  of  the  measure  was  not  needed  since 
homosexual  rights  are  protected  under  the 
Constitution.  Aside  from  Burton,  only 
Alderman  Nebraska  Brace  voted  in  favor  of 
the  measure. 

A  rally  and  demonstration  followed  the 
vote. 

Perry  pointed  to  “a  significant  amount  of 
homophobia  in  the  council”  as  one  of  the 
main  reasons  for  the  defeat  of  the  legisla¬ 
tion.  According  to  the  Albany  Times  Union, 
Burton  lashed  out  at  her  colleagues  as  ex¬ 
amples  “of  why  the  ordinance  is  needed.” 

Smith  told  GCN  that  “Albany  found  that 
this  is  seldom  a  one-time  process.  One  has  to 
return  again  and  again  to  educate  the  peo¬ 
ple.” 

“This  is  by  no  means  the  end,”  added 
Perry,  who  said  that  a  new  bill  will  be  in¬ 
troduced. 

□filed  from  Boston 

have  been  convicted  and  two  cases  are  still 
pending.  The  legal  action,  however, 
brought  further  retaliation  against  Martin 
and  Santoro. 

Martin  said,  “My  lover  caught  a  kid 
slashing  our  tires  and  he  screamed,  ‘I’m 
avenging  my  younger  brother  because  you 
took  him  to  court.’  We  also  found  out  the 
father  of  another  convicted  kid  burned  a  tire 
in  our  driveway.  And  one  of  the  neighbors 
who  operates  a  snowplow  for  the  city  con¬ 
tinues  to  plow  in  our  driveway. 

“The  police  are  finally  somewhat  sym¬ 
pathetic.  but,  we’ve  taken  to  staying  up  to  3 
a.m.  to  witness  vandalism.  These  people 
can’t  deal  with  the  [legal  system],  all  they 
know  is  violence.” 

Anti-gay  sentiment  has  contributed  to  the 
harassment,  Martin  speculated,  though  he 
said  he  believes  it  would  have  happened  in 
any  event.  “They  would’ve  just  called  me  an 
asshole,”  he  explained.  “Gayness  was  never 
the  only  issue,  but  now  they’ve  brought  in 
all  this  homophobic  crap.” 

Martin  offered  examples  of  vicious  verbal 
threats.  He  said  their  phone  answering 
machine  contained  a  nine-verse  poem 
describing  how  the  caller  would  cut  up  Mar¬ 
tin  and  Santoro.  Another  message,  Martin 
explained,  described  “sticking  a  gun  up  our 
butts  and  blowing  our  brains  out.” 

“Sure,  I’m  afraid,”  Martin  said.  “I’m 
always  looking  over  my  shoulder.  But  we 
decided  to  hang  in  there  and  prosecute.” 

Court  fight  for  civil  rights 

Martin  and  Santoro  are  currently  filing 
suit  against  their  neighbors  for  civil  rights 
violations.  Attorney  Tom  Crowley  is 
preparing  the  complaint,  alleging  that 
repeated  acts  of  harassment  have  jeopardiz¬ 
ed  the  plaintiffs’  privacy  and  peace  of  mind. 
Crowley  explained  that  six  defendants  have 
been  named  in  the  suit,  though  more  may  be 
added  if  other  men  are  convicted  of  criminal 
offenses  brought  by  Martin  and  Santoro. 

Crowley  said  he  is  optimistic  his  clients 
will  prevail,  given  the  established  precedent 
of  the  criminal  convictions.  He  expects  a 
court  date  within  three  to  six  months.  If  the 
defendants  are  found  guilty  of  civil  rights 
violations,  Crowley  explained,  they  may 
face  substantial  fines.  They  could  also 
receive  a  permanent  restraining  order  to  stay 
away  from  Martin  and  Santoro’s  property. 
Defying  that  order  would  constitute  con¬ 
tempt  of  court  and  result  in  possible  jail 
terms  for  the  defendants. 

“The  fact  that  [Martin  and  Santoro]  are 
gay  has  added  on  to  the  injustice,”  Crowley 
stated.  “It’s  one  more  element  in  the  pie.” 

Martin  said  they  circulated  a  petition  in 
the  neighborhood  asking  for  support  and 
got  signatures  from  about  30  sympathizers. 
“We’re  trying  to  be  good  neighbors,”  he 
said.  “Trying  to  help  the  neighborhood  be 
quiet  and  safe.  1988  is  not  going  to  be  the 
same.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

□  MAR  27-APR  2,  1988  □  PAGE  7 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  ("indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


GCN  Job 
Openings 

■  ART  DIRECTOR  (available  mid-April):  Main¬ 
tain  overall  design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on  production 
night.  Design  centerspreads  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artists),  weekly  display  advertis¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  promotional  materials,  pamphlets, 
etc.  Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production  and 
printing  techniques,  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred,  but  training  is  available. 

■  COORDINATING  EDITOR:  (available  late 
April):  Coordinate  paper’s  overall  adminis¬ 
trative/financial  affairs  and  fundraising  activities. 
Prepare  editorial/letters  pages.  Serve  as  liaison  with 
board,  and,  as  necessary,  serve  as  paper's 
spokesperson/representative.  Qualifications: 
Strong  administrative,  organizational,  interpersonal 
and  fundraising  skills.  Familiarity  with  GCN 
preferable. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay / 
lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week  and 
include  health/life  insurance,  routine  health  care 
through  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  sick 
leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

■  FREELANCE,  PART-TIME  TYPESET¬ 
TER:  Coordinate  the  paper's  revenue-producing, 
outside  typesetting  business.  Responsibilities: 
Typeset  outside  work  and  schedule  other  typeset¬ 
ters;  oversee  and  develop  the  business;  keep  staff 
informed.  Qualifications:  Good  typesetting  skills, 
preferably  on  a  Compugraphic  Editwriter  7500,  and 
strong  organizational  skills  with  attention  to  detail. 
Familiarity  with  GCN  strongly  preferred. 
Knowledge  of  progressive  movements  helpful. 
Hours:  20  +  /month  (evenings,  Friday,  or 

weekends).  Salary:  18- 1 0/hour  with  some  benefits. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send  resume 
and  cover  letter  by  March  31  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


‘Together’  being  the  key  word 

Dear  GCN: 

Shame  on  “Warnings  against  prisoners”! 
It  seems  as  though  there  are  some  who  have 
reservations  about  the  spectacular  prison 
project. 

To  begin  with  there  are  Countless  PWAs 
in  prisons  around  the  country.  I  say 
‘Countless’  because  many  are  unaware  they 
are  infected.  However,  this  is  one  way  GCN 
sheds  light  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  who 
are  misfortunately  in  prison. . 

GCN  educates.  Its  resources  on  AIDS, 
Community  Services,  Political  Issues,  etc. 
help  Gays  to  realize  they’re  Together! 
‘Together’  being  the  key  word.  We  can  put  a 
stop  to  the  outrageous  spread  of  this  phan¬ 
tom  killer  we  know  as  AIDS.  GCN  also 
reaches  out  to  the  gay  prison  populace  and 
offers  a  little  comfort  with  each  weekly  issue 
that  otherwise  would  be  void. 

I  can  assure  you  GCN  not  only  reaches 
the  gay  populace,  but  also  the  straight. 
From  past  experience  I  can  honestly  say 
many  straights  have  read  the  AIDS  articles 
in  GCN  and  when  they  have  a  question  they 
turn  to  the  gay  inmates  and  their  GCNs. 

One  of  the  staff  psychologists  requests  the 
articles  from  the  GCN  concerning  AIDS.  I 
allow  her  to  read  the  entire  paper.  She  and  I 
together  are  starting  to  put  materials 
together  for  an  AIDS  Awareness  group  to 


educate  not  only  the  populace  but  also  the 
staff  and  officers. 

You  see,  GCN  does  a  lot  of  Good!  I  have 
not  only  become  “active”  again  within 
AIDS  issues,  politics  and  gay  news.  I’ve 
found  some  very  terrific,  loving  friends  thru 
GCN.  They,  along  with  the  paper,  have 
brought  back  the  old  fight  and  beliefs  I  lost 
when  I  became  imprisoned. 

It’s  an  uphill  battle,  but  TOGETHER!  lit¬ 
tle  by  little  we  make  progress.  I  can  only 
believe  we  will  one  day  conquer  our  phan¬ 
tom  killer  (AIDS)  and  the  prisoners  will 
have  helped  to  accomplish  this  urgent  task. 

I  only  hope  this  letter  will  help  to  convey 
what  a  necessary  option  the  prisoner  project 
is.  Thanx! 

Much  love, 
Ron  Meola 
180830  DCI 
19000  SW  377th  St. 

Florida  City,  FL  33034 

“Low  road”  technique 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  say  that  I  was  very  disap¬ 
pointed  with  Charley  Shively’s  review  of  re¬ 
cent  writings  on  the  subject  of  AIDS.  In 
general,  I  found  his  comments  to  be  confus¬ 
ing  and  not  well  substantiated.  It  seemed 
that  most  of  his  reactions  were  “cheap 
shots”  that  had  little  to  do  with  the  content 
of  a  particular  publication,  but  rather  were 
aimed  at  the  underlying  political  affilia¬ 
tions.  I  think  we  need  to  move  beyond  that 
kind  of  “low  road”  technique  and  unify  our 
forces  in  working  constructively  to  end  the 
AIDS  epidemic. 

One  of  the  challenges,  as  I  see  it,  is  to 
develop  and  incorporate  an  understanding 
of  how  our  fight  against  the  AIDS  epidemic 
fits  with  the  broader  struggle  for  a  more  just 
society.  I  thought,  for  example,  that  the 
Frontline  pamphlet,  “The  Politics  of 
AIDS”  was  very  successful  in  that  regard. 
Shively’s  review  of  “The  Politics  of  AIDS” 
was  so  biased  it  made  me  question  his  objec¬ 
tivity  in  his  review  of  the  other  publications. 
I  initially  read  the  article  hoping  to  get  infor¬ 
mation  on  other  new  works  but  was  disap¬ 
pointed  to  find  his  review  useless  in  that 
regard. 

Most  disturbing,  however,  was  that  his 
review  was  not  written  in  a  spirit  of  moving 
our  community  forward  in  its  struggle  to 
meet  the  multifacted  challenges  that  the 
AIDS  epidemic  poses.  We  need  to  be 
thoughtful  in  our  criticism  of  ourselves  and 
remain  focused  on  the  larger  task  of 
building  a  clear  vision  of  where  we  are  go¬ 
ing,  how  we  will  meet  the  challenges  that 
already  exist,  as  well  as  those  that  have  yet  to 
arise. 

Sincerely, 

_  Susan  Barkan 

Boston,  MA 

The  growing  ranks  who 
question  HIV 


GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
New  York  Times. 

To  the  Editor: 

Philip  Boffey’s  article  on  the  molecular 
biologist  who  disagrees  with  government 
researchers  about  the  cause  of  AIDS 
(Medical  Science,  Jan.  12)  gave  a  distorted 
picture  of  scientific  opinion  on  the  subject. 
Dr.  Peter  Duesberg,  the  University  of 
California  professor  cited  in  the  article,  has 
published  a  meticulously  documented, 
multi-leveled  thesis  that  the  virus  labeled  by 
government  scientists  as  “the  AIDS  virus” 
(HIV)  cannot  cause  AIDS.  HIV,  he  argues, 
may  be  innocuously  present  in  many  who 
later  develop  the  disease  —  and  in  many  who 
never  will.  Far  from  being  “a  solitary 
dissenter,”  as  the  article  put  it,  Dr. 
Duesberg  is  among  the  growing  ranks  of  in¬ 
dependent  scientists  and  doctors  who  pro¬ 
foundly  question  the  prevailing  wisdom  on 
HIV.  To  name  but  a  few: 

•Dr.  Joseph  Sonnabend,  a  co-discoverer 
of  interferon  and  New  York  physician  who 
co-founded  the  American  Foundation  for 
AIDS  Research,  has  written  in  the  Journal 
of  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
AIDS  Research  that  many  factors,  varying 
among  different  populations,  probably 
cause  AIDS.  Among  those  he  cites  are  other 
infections,  drug  abuse  and  malnutrition. 

•Four  doctors  who  treat  people  with 
AIDS  —  Stephen  Caiazza  of  New  York, 
Klaus  Dierig  and  Urban  Waldthaler  of  West 
Germany,  and  Joan  McKenna  of  Berkeley 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


—  maintain  that  AIDS  is  a  form  of  tertiary 
syphilis,  allowed  to  incubate  for  years  due  to 
inadequate  test  procedures  and  insufficient 
penicillin  treatments,  according  to  the 
Atlantic  Monthly,  January  1988.  They  have 
reported  limited  success  in  treating  AIDS 
with  large  doses  of  particular  types  of 
penicillin. 

•Jane  Teas,  a  pathobiologist,  and  John 
Beldekas,  a  microbiologist,  both  of  Boston, 
presented  evidence  in  a  letter  published  in 
the  British  medical  journal  Lancet  (March 
8,  1986)  that  AIDS  may  be  caused  by  the 
virus  which  produces  African  Swine  Fever, 
an  AIDS-like  disease  of  pigs.  The  two  scien¬ 
tists  argued  that  humans  could  have  become 
infected  when  eating  undercooked  diseased 
pork  after  Swine  Fever  outbreaks  in  such 
areas  as  Haiti,  central  Africa  and  Belle 
Glade,  Florida  (the  migrant  worker  town 
with  this  country’s  highest  per  capita  AIDS 
rate).  Douglas  A.  Feldman,  a  medical 
anthropologist  who  studied  Swine  Fever  and 
AIDS  in  the  central  African  nation  of 
Rwanda,  has  urged  investigation  of  the 
possible  connection  between  the  two 
diseases  (letter,  Times,  July  31,  1986). 

Despite  these  and  other  documented 
challenges  to  the  still-unproven  HIV  theory, 
the  National  Institutes  of  Health  (NIH) 
have  performed  virtually  no  investigations 
of  these  alternatives.  And  not  a  single  NIH 
scientist  has  written  a  letter  or  article 
specifically  refuting  Dr.  Duesberg’s  detailed 
arguments  —  the  normal  procedure  in  such 
scientific  debates.  But  NIH  scientists  have 
not  hesitated  to  make  general  denunciations 
of  those  with  differing  AIDS  hypotheses. 

The  Times  has  chosen  to  base  its  AIDS 
research  stories  primarily  on  articles  and 
statements  by  government-connected 
researchers,  rather  than  meet  its  journalistic 
responsibilities  by  covering  the  range  of 
scientific  opinion.  It  took  the  Times  nine 
months  to  briefly  mention  Dr.  Duesberg’s 
21 -page  article  in  the  March  1987  issue  of 
Cancer  Research.  Yet  in  his  story  on  Dr. 
Duesberg,  reporter  Boffey  himself  noted, 
“The  implications  of  this  thesis,  should  it 
prove  correct,  would  be  enormous.”  With 
so  many  lives  in  the  balance,  it  is  critical  that 
the  Times  begin  to  cover  serious  alternative 
theories  about  the  causes  of  AIDS.  And  it  is 
time  to  demand  that  NIH  and  other  research 
institutions  devote  significant  funds  to 
careful  studies  of  those  theories. 

Sincerely, 
Michael  Callen 
Member,  New  York  State  AIDS 
Advisory  Council 

Robert  Lederer 
Investigative  journalist  writing 
a  book  on  AIDS  research 
Brooklyn,  NY 

Baker  clearly  bisexual 

Dear  GCN: 

Thanks  for  a  great  article  on  Josephine 
Baker  (Feb.  28-Mar.  5)!  Thanks  for  shed¬ 
ding  light  on  her  “lesbianism”  and  for  not 
failing  to  mention  her  four  marriages  and 
noted  “heterosexual  affairs.”  Next  time, 
please  consider  using  the  word  bisexual  to 
describe  someone  who  clearly  was! 

The  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 
is  committed  to  the  struggle  against 
homophobia.  Please  join  us  in  the  struggle 
against  bi-phobia  and  ignorance  about 
bisexuals  whenever  (as  in  the  case  of  this  ar¬ 
ticle)  it  is  relevant  for  GCN  to  do  so. 

Yours  truly, 
Lisa  Woody 
BBWN 
P.O.  Box  639 
Cambridge,  MA  02140 

Alive  and  livid 

Dear  GCN: 

Regarding  Newsweak.  We  all  should  be 
livid.  Again. 

Again  a  national  newsvoice  has  fueled  the 
fires  of  hatred  and  bigotry  through  fear.  It  is 
inexcusable.  Newsweek' s  latest  issue  (“Sex 
in  the  Age  of  AIDS,”  March  14)  does  noth¬ 
ing  but  incite  those  who  are  looking  for  an 
excuse  to  “lock  ’em  all  up  and  throw  away 
the  key.”  For  the  ramblings  of  the  out-of- 
work,  out-of-limelight  and  desperate-for- 
dollars-doctors  Masters  &  Johnson,  another 
“source”  for  the  fundamentalist  to  quote  is 
out  there  in  print.  And  to  make  certain  no 
one  missed  this  issue  Newsweek 
placed  full  page  ads  in  major  daily  papers 
(New  York  Times,  Los  Angeles  Times) 
touting  their  rag. 

Livid?  Let  them  know.  It’s  time  to  tear 


out  those  Business  Reply  cards  in  every 
Newsweek  you  can  find  (don’t  buy  one!) 
and  drop  a  note,  at  their  expense.  Make  sure 
they  know  it’s  from  “us.”  Perhaps  sign  it 
“Alive  and  Livid.”  They’ll  know  who  it’s 
from. 

_  David  Reid 

Los  Angeles,  CA 

AIDS  hysteria  sweeps  prison 
guards'  union 

Dear  GCN: 

In  late  December  a  Washington  State 
prisoner  was  involved  in  a  scuffle  with  a 
guard  who  was  trying  to  take  him  to  the 
hole.  During  the  course  of  the  altercation 
the  guard  claims  that  he  was  bitten  by  the 
prisoner.  The  offending  prisoner  was  then 
tested  for  HIV  and  found  to  be  seropositive. 
This  news  caused  a  wave  of  anti-AIDS 
hysteria  to  rush  through  the  institution’s 
custody  staff. 

Soon  thereafter  a  representative  of  the 
guards’  union  was  on  the  television  news 
demanding  the  mandatory  testing  of  all 
Washington  prisoners,  the  isolation  of  those 
found  to  be  HIV  positive,  and  access  to 
prisoner  medical  records  by  custody.  The 
union  representative  told  reporters  that 
prisoners  supported  them  and  their 
demands.  Then  they  threatened  to  strike  if 
their  demands  were  not  immediately  met  by 
the  Department  of  Corrections. 

The  response  of  the  prisoners  to  the 
newscast  was  to  call  a  special  Resident  Ad¬ 
visory  Council  (RAC)  and  club-heads 
meeting.  The  group  unanimously  passed  a 
resolution  in  opposition  to  mandatory 
AIDS  testing,  against  the  forced  isolation  of 
those  who  are  determined  to  be  seropositive, 
and  against  giving  guards  access  to 
prisoners’  medical  records. 

The  date  of  the  threatened  strike  came 
and  went  without  incident,  and  the  wave  of 
AIDS  hysteria  in  the  guard  staff  has  reced¬ 
ed,  at  least  for  the  moment.  In  retrospect,  it 
is  clear  that  the  guards  who  appeared  on  TV 
had  not  consulted  their  membership 
beforehand.  While  this  AIDS  related  crisis 
has  passed,  there  are  nonetheless  some 
things  we  as  prisoners  and  family  members 
must  discuss  with  each  other.  The  issue  of 
AIDS  will  not  only  return,  it  will  get  worse. 
We  need  to  adopt  a  clear  and  public  stand 
on  this  question  so  the  cops  will  not  be  tell¬ 
ing  the  news  media  that  we  support  their 
repressive  measures  against  our  sick. 

Firstly,  we  must  reach  out  to  and  other¬ 
wise  defend  the  rights  of  prisoners  with 
AIDS,  including  the  initiation  of  litigation 
aimed  at  challenging  the  DOC’s  efforts  to 
subject  these  prisoners  to  involuntary 
quarantine.  We  should  urge  prison  officials 
to  adopt  a  policy  similar  to  that  in  effect  in 
Michigan  that:  “HIV-infected  prisoners 
who  do  not  require  inpatient  care  will  be 
eligible  for  general  population  housing  at 
any  institution  which  can  meet  their  health 
care  and  security  needs,  and  will  also  be 
eligible  for  any  programming  and  work 
assignment  which  their  health  and  behavior 
allows.” 

Secondly,  we  should  not  take  the  AIDS 
test.  The  test  is  not  reliable.  If  the  test  results 
are  negative  it  does  not  mean  that  you  do 
not  have  the  virus  in  your  body.  If  the  test 
results  are  positive  it  will  not  tell  you  if  you 
have  or  will  develop  AIDS. 

Thirdly,  test  results  are  not  anonymous  or 
strictly  confidential,  meaning  that  unknown 
forms  of  repression  could  be  taken  against 
PWAs.  We  should  strongly  oppose  giving 
the  custody  staff  access  to  any  prisoner’s 
medical  records. 

Fourthly,  prisoners  should  ask  DOC  to 
recognize  that  between  75  and  92  percent  of 
prison  AIDS  cases  are  IV  drug  users,  and  for 
them  to  express  their  appreciation  of  this 
fact  by  making  hypodermic  syringes 
available  to  prisoners  wanting  them.  Con¬ 
doms  should  also  be  provided  to  prisoners 
upon  demand. 

If  we  want  to  be  any  better  than  those  who 
hold  us  captive,  we  must  nurture  and  care 
for  our  sick,  not  punish  them.  This  must  be 
a  time  for  caring,  not  judgment. 

Ed  Mead 
251397 
Box  777 
Monroe,  WA  98272 


Lesbians  and  gay  men  of 
color,  speak  out! 


By  Phillip  Brian  Harper 

To  the  extent  that  the  lesbian  and  gay 
movement  is  concerned  with  securing  legal 
protections  for  the  rights  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  —  and  to  my  mind  this  should  be  only 
one  of  its  objectives  —  it  has  an  affinity  with 
the  black  civil  rights  movement  of  the  1950s 
and  ‘60s.  Consequently,  it  has  often  been 
useful  for  lesbian  and  gay  activists  to  bor¬ 
row  political  strategies  used  by  blacks  and 
their  supporters  in  the  battle  for  civil  rights, 
and  to  draw  parallels  between  the  two  strug¬ 
gles.  For  all  its  usefulness,  however,  the 
comparison  of  gay  and  lesbian  struggle  to 
the  fight  for  black  civil  rights  has  often  been 
problematic,  to  the  detriment  of  coalition¬ 
building  between  the  two  communities,  and 
much  to  the  chagrin  of  those  whose  interests 
encompass  both  movements. 

Evidence  of  the  difficulties  was  painfully 
clear  on  a  recent  edition  of  Tony  Brown’s 
Journal,  the  New  York-based  public  TV 
show  that  addresses  concerns  of  the  black 
community.  The  show  in  question  featured 
Arline  Isaacson  of  the  Mass.  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Political  Caucus  in  debate  with  the 
Reverend  Earl  Jackson,  a  black  Boston 
church  leader  who  worked  to  defeat  the  gay 
rights  bill  in  Massachusetts.  Jackson’s 
primary  message  was  that  blacks  don’t  want 
the  struggle  for  black  civil  rights  to  be 
associated  in  any  way  with  the  lesbian  and 
gay  movement. 

My  purpose  here  is  not  so  much  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  debate  per  se,  though  I  do  want 
to  say  that  Isaacson,  who  is  white,  handled 
herself  spectacularly  with  the  primarily 
black  audience;  Jackson  showed  his  bigotry 
to  be  founded  in  a  conservative  ideology 
that  ironically  is  as  constitutive  of  racism  as 
of  homophobia. 

I  am  most  interested  in  how  the  structure 
of  the  program  allowed  Jackson  to  frame 
the  debate  in  terms  of  a  black  versus  gay  op¬ 
position.  From  the  outset  of  the  show  the 

fuel  for  discussion  was  precisely  the  analogy 

between  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  and 
the  black  civil  rights  struggle  that  has  in¬ 
fluenced  lesbian  and  gay  activism.  Tony 
Brown’s  introductory  remarks  focused  on 
the  propriety  of  a  gay  claim  to  “minority” 
status  in  view  of  the  historical  and  legal 
significance  of  that  status  to  various  racial 
and  ethnic  groups  in  the  U.S.  The  in¬ 
sidiousness  of  his  query  is  clear  to  anyone 
who  understands  how  lesbians  and  gays 
serve  as  an  “aberrant”  entity  against  which 
to  measure  “normalcy.”  Yet  it  is  the  nature 
of  analogy  itself  that  allows  Brown  and 
Jackson  to  draw  a  line  between  two  oppress¬ 
ed  groups  and  then  call  into  question  the 
claims  of  one  of  them. 

The  black  feminist  theorist  Bell  Hooks,  in 
her  1981  book  Ain’t  la  Woman,  has  shown 
how  the  danger  of  analogies  actually  inheres 
in  “their  power,  their  appeal,  their  very 
reason  for  being,”  which  is  “the  sense  of 
two  disparate  phenomena  having  been 
brought  closer  together.”  The  more 
disparate  the  two  terms  of  any  analogy,  the 
more  forceful  the  message  communicated 
by  their  juxtaposition,  either  in  coalition  or 
in  conflict.  The  conflict  played  out  on  Tony 
Brown’s  Journal  was  made  possible  by 
Brown’s  decision  to  portray  the  two  groups 
as  completely  distinct  and  separate,  pro¬ 
foundly  alien  to  each  other,  and  thus 
necessarily  adversarial. 

What  is  wrong  with  this  picture?  As  Bell 
Hooks  points  out  with  respect  to  the 
analogy  between  feminism  and  the  black 
power  movement,  the  emphasis  on  dif¬ 
ferences  results  in  the  erasure  of  points  of 
overlap. 

In  the  case  of  Brown’s  show,  what  got 
erased  was  the  experience  of  black  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  Arline  Isaacson  asserted  the 
existence  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color, 
but  Brown’s  refusal  to  feature  any  such  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  program  allowed  Jackson  to  con¬ 
strue  the  interests  of  blacks  and  lesbians  and 
gays  as  diametrically  opposed. 

There  are  lessons  to  be  learned  from 
Brown’s  egregious  manipulation  of  political 
reality.  The  first  has  to  do  with  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  the  constituents  in  any  would-be 
coalition.  Much  of  the  strength  of  coalitions 
derives  from  the  diversity  of  the  populations 
and  it  behooves  us  to  recognize  and  respect 
our  differences  as  much  as  our  commonali¬ 
ty,  and  to  see  in  those  differences  unique 


strengths. 

The  lesbian  and  gay  movement  is  very 
much  akin  to  the  black  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment,  but  is  no  more  identical  to  it  than  the 
historical  situation  of  blacks  in  the  ’50s  and 
’60s  was  identical  to  the  context  in  which 
Ghandian  civil  disobedience  was  born. 

Secondly,  we  must  recognize  that  at  the 
point  of  intersection  of  any  two  contem¬ 
porary  political  constituencies  there  are 
bound  to  exist  real  people  whose  experiences 
are  not  only  unique,  but  can  only  be  ar¬ 
ticulated  by  those  people  themselves.  Arline 
Isaacson  is  absolutely  correct  in  noting  the 

In  Boston  there  exists  a 
concrete  means  through 
which  lesbians  and  gay  men 
of  color  can  claim  our 
rightful  —  our  necessary  — 
visibility. 

existence  of  black  lesbians  and  gay  men;  she 
is  equally  correct  in  not  presuming  to  speak 
for  us.  It  is  crucial  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
of  color  come  out,  speak  up,  and  take  a 
stand  for  ourselves;  we  represent  a  vital 
source  of  strength  for  the  movement  to 
liberate  both  our  peoples. 

In  Boston  this  call  is  operative  not  merely 
on  the  level  of  abstract  theory.  There  exists  a 
concrete  means  through  which  lesbians  and 
gay  men  of  color  can  claim  our  rightful  — 
our  necessary  —  visibility. 

For  the  last  fifteen  years,  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  (GLSB)  has  ar¬ 
ticulated  to  classes,  religious  congregations, 
community  groups  and  other  audiences  the 
various  experiences  lived  by  its  members. 
The  Bureau  represents  an  ongoing  effort  to 
educate  the  greater  Boston  community 
about  lesbian  and  gay  issues.  GLSB  will 
soon  hold  training  sessions  for  community 
members  who  wish  to  speak  on  their  ex¬ 
periences  as  lesbians  or  gay  men.  Bureau 
members  are  particularly  eager  to  increase 
the  pool  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color 
who  are  active  in  the  organization. 

As  a  person  of  color  and  a  Bureau 
speaker,  I  can  attest  not  only  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  work  that  we  do,  but  also  to  the 
need  for  greater  visibility  of  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  of  color  in  the  Boston  area.  The 
augmentation  of  our  personal  and  political 
power  depends  largely  upon  our  ability  to 
articulate  our  own  needs  and  experiences; 
the  resources,  the  growth  and  support  of¬ 
fered  by  the  Bureau  are  invaluable  for 
enriching  that  ability. 

We  CAN  do  something  to  offset  the 
divisiveness  fostered  by  the  likes  of  Brown 
and  Earl  Jackson,  and  we  can  start  now. 
Joining  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers 
Bureau  is  one  good  way  to  begin. 

Phillip  Brian  Harper  is  black  and  gay,  and  a 
member  of  the  Steering  Committee  of 
Boston ’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers 
Bureau.  For  information  on  GLSB  training 
sessions  in  April,  call  354-0133. 


"Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  i2  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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A  helluva  month 


One  very  big  small  movie 

A  Month  in  the  Country.  Screenplay  by  Simon 
Gray  from  the  novel  by  J.L.  Carr.  Directed  by  Pat 
O’Connor.  With  Colin  Firth,  Kenneth  Brangh, 
Natasha  Richardson,  Patrick  Malahide.  At  the 
Nickelodeon. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Month  in  the  Country  is  a  small 
movie.  Based  upon  a  slender  1980 
novel  by  English  author  J.L.  Carr, 
the  film  minimizes  even  that  work’s 
diminutive  charms.  But  all  of  this  small  talk 
is  beside  the  point:  as  minimal  as  A  Month 
in  the  Country  seems  to  be,  it  packs  a  wallop 
most  larger  films  never  achieve. 

Carr’s  original  novel  is  a  model  of 
restraint  and  Simon  Gray’s  script  —  with 
the  exception  of  some  odd 
fill# changes  —  reflects  this.  Set 
hChaJU  'n  small  Yorkshire  Vil- 
•  la8e  of  Oxgodby  in  1920,  it 
tells  the  story  of  two  men  attempting  to 
recover  from  the  horror  of  the  World  War  II 
trenches.  Tom  Birkin  (Colin  Firth)  has  come 
to  the  local  church  to  uncover  a  medieval 
mural  which  has  been  whitewashed  over  for 
the  past  200  years.  John  Moon  (Kenneth 
Branagh),  an  archeologist,  has  been  hired  to 
find  the  remains  of  an  old  churchgoer  who 
had  been  excommunicated  and  buried  out¬ 
side  of  the  graveyard.  The  two  become 
friends,  in  a  tentative  way,  as  they  spend  a 
month  uncovering  the  physical  past  of  the 
church  —  Birkin ’s  painting  is  a  Bruagal-like 
depiction  of  hell,  Moon’s  grave  is  that  of  a 
non-believer  who  painted  the  mural.  At  the 
same  time,  they  also  uncover  their  own  emo¬ 
tional  and  psychological  scars. 

Hardly  anything  else  happens  —  Birkin 
gets  a  crush  on  the  minister’s  wife  Alice 
Keach  (Natasha  Richardson)  and  we 
discover  that  Moon  was  court  marshalled 
from  the  army  (even  after  being  decorated 
for  uncommon  valor)  for  being  gay.  What 
the  Film  shows,  in  quite  detailed  but  very 
subtle  manner,  is  the  way  in  which  the  two 
men  come  to  terms  with  themselves  and 


Birkin  (Colin  Firth)  and  Moon  (Kenneth  Branagh) 


their  —  as  Birkin  puts  it  in  reference  to  his 
slowly  appearing  mural  —  hell  on  earth.  All 
of  the  performances  are  wonderful  and  the 
direction,  by  Pat  O’Connor,  pays  such  at¬ 
tention  to  the  minutiae  of  these  lives  that 
our  attention  never  wavers:  the  smallest  pic¬ 
ture  is  really  the  largest  and  we  are  more  and 
more  convinced  of  it  as  the  film  unfolds. 

Carr’s  novel  pays  more  attention  to  the 
developing  friendship  between  the  two  men 
than  the  film  does,  a  strange  quirk  since 
Simon  Gray  has  dealt  with  gay  relationships 
very  well  in  such  plays  as  Wise  Child  and 
Butley.  Gray  has  apparently  removed  all  ex¬ 
ternal  conflicts  and  distractions  from  the 
characters’  lives  in  order  to  bring  home  the 
inner  battles;  the  terrifying  memories  and 
the  fears  of  the  future.  Luckily  the  absence 
of  the  stronger  relationship  between  Birkin 
and  Moon  does  not  hurt  the  film  (and  its 
removal  is  certainly  not  homophobic).  It 
does  refine  the  film  one  more  degree,  draw¬ 
ing  it  into  itself  and  letting  us  see  both  the 
pain  —  and  the  healing  —  which  these  men 
go  through.  □ 


Tim  Grant's  photo 
vignettes 


Larry  and  Juliet:  Portraits  of  the  Folks.  By 

Tim  Grant.  At  a.k.a.  Skylight  Gallery,  Boston. 
Through  March  30. 

By  David  E.  Mynott  II 

sampling  of  Tim  Grant’s 
photography  over  the  past  decade  is 
on  view  for  one  more  week  in  Boston. 
A  former  ad  manager  at  GCN  and  the  co¬ 
creator/owner  of  Pate  Poste  color  printing 
business,  Tim’s  photos  range  from  the 
literal  to  the  surreal,  embracing  both  passing 
styles  and  enduring  themes. 

In  a  particularly  striking  hand-tinted 
black  and  white  photo,  the  viewer  glimpses  a 

ajftto,,  handsome  man  showering.  But 
ggjjP||  flowers,  not  water,  emerge 
B|B||  |  from  the  showerhead  —  as  if  to 
douse  him  with  the  rites  of  spr¬ 
ing.  In  an  adjacent  frame,  we  see  the  man 
collapsing  in  agony.  The  flowers  have 
vanished,  to  be  replaced  by  a  flood  of 
mustard  gas.  Here,  a  comment  on  violence 
against  gay  men  is  illustrated  with  an  allu¬ 
sion  to  Nazi  wartime  atrocities. 

Sometimes,  the  sinister  element  in  Tim’s 
work  appears  only  as  a  humorous  twist.  In 
one  photographic  triptych  formed  by  cuts  in 
the  matte  surrounding  the  piece,  a  leather- 
clad  cowboy  with  shades  is  seated  at  a  grand 
piano  in  a  stark  semi-circular  room,  his  boots 
under  the  piano.  The  photo’s  setting  is  the 
hotel  used  for  the  filming  of  the  horror 
movie,  The  Shining.  The  cowboy’s  twisted 
smile  may  be  an  attempt  to  emulate  Jack 
Nicholson,  but  the  overall  effect  is  more 
benign  than  threatening. 

The  most  appealing  works  of  the  show  are 
a  series  of  cibachromes  (1984-85),  produced 
as  part  of  a  grant  application  to  the  Artists 
Foundation.  Here  the  concept  was  to 
recreate  —  photographically  —  the  style  of 
the  Renaissance  master  painters.  The  effect 
is  a  glorious  adaptation  of  that  era’s  fascina¬ 
tion  with  the  voluptuous  woman. 

Most  recently,  Tim  has  turned  to  por¬ 
traiture  of  family  and  friends.  Photograph¬ 
ed  in  their  kitchen,  his  parents  graciously 
reveal  an  intimate  dimension  of  themselves. 


His  mother  is  joyous  and  outgoing,  his 
father  appears  reserved,  perhaps  pensive, 
and  peaceful. 

Mom  and  Dad  continue  their  starring 
roles  in  this  exhibit  as  famous  actors  and  ac¬ 
tresses.  Tim  bought  old  movie  posters, 
reshot  and  reprinted  them,  adding  his  own 
color  and  his  parents’  smiling  mugs.  Mom 
and  Dad  are  Judy  Garland  and  Frank 
Morgan,  Dad  is  Brando,  etc. 

Tim  told  GCN  that  this  exhibit,  both  in 
conception  and  execution,  has  inspired  him 
to  further  explore  his  photographic  talents. 
Safe  to  say,  we  won’t  be  waiting  another  ten 
years  for  the  next  Tim  Grant  photo 
exhibit.  □ 


Post 

Continued  from  page  7 

Still,  Smith  expressed  concern  that  many 
state  lawmakers  outside  New  York  City  who 
represent  more  conservative  constituencies 
may  be  persuaded  to  recommend  cuts  in  the 
arts  budget  due  to  the  Post  flap.  She  cited 
the  recent  failure  of  an  Albany  gay  rights  or¬ 
dinance  as  an  example  of  the  right-wing 
backlash  in  most  areas  of  New  York  state. 
(See  story,  p.  7) 

Smith  said  she  was  especially  stung  by  the 
Post’s  condemnation  of  Conditions 
magazine,  a  journal  she  describes  as  “the 
best  of  what  the  lesbian  and  feminist  move¬ 
ment  has  created.”  A  frequent  contributor 
to  the  magazine,  now  in  its  twelfth  year. 
Smith  explained  Conditions  was  one  of  the 
first  publications  to  include  women  of  col¬ 
or,  disabled  women,  older  women  and 
others. 

Summarized  lesbian  lobbyist  Post,  in 
criticizing  the  articles,  “In  one  homophobic 
sweep,  [they]  are  attempting  to  both  limit 
artistic  freedom  and  deny  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  access  to  state  tax 
money.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


...AFTER  THE  MARCH  ON  WASHINGTON  -  WHAT  NEXT? 

FORWARD  IN  UNITY 

A  GRASSROOTS  LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE 
FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
May  13-15, 1988 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Nationally  known  speakers  and  workshop  leaders 
Networking  opportunities  with  experienced  local  leaders  and  potential  leaders 
Entertainment,  inspiration,  and  fun 

Leadership  includes:  Qep.  Karen  Clark,  City  Council  Member  Brian  Coyle,  Karen  Thompson,  John 
Bush,  Gil  Gerald  of  National  AIDS  Network,  representatives  from  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force,  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays, 
Black  and  White  Men  Together,  many  local  organizations  from  around  the  country,  and  you! 

Four  dozen  or  more  workshops  covering  all  areas  of  the  contemporary  gay  and  lesbian  movement: 
fundraising,  organizing  for  legal  and  political  reforms,  working  within  institutions,  enabling  coalitiion 
and  solidarity  among  different  segments  of  the  community,  addressing  racism  and  sexism,  and  more! 

The  Conference  will  be  held  in  accessible  facilities  on  the  University  of  Minnesota  Campus.  Hotel  and 
community  housing  available.  Scholarships  available  for  low  income  persons. 

Write  for  information  today: 

Forward  in  Unity,  P.  0.  Box  300171,  Minneapolis,  MN  55403 

Co-sponsored  by  University  Lesbians  and  University  Gay  Community.  Forward  in  Unity  is  supported,  in  part,  by  a  grant 
from  the  Headwaters  Fund. 


Insurance  AUTO 


Insurance 


CALL  AND  COMPARE 
BEFORE  YOU  BUY 


★  No  Service  Fees  —  Ever!  ★ 

★  Rates  Quoted  Over  the  Phone  ★ 

★  Same  Day  Registration  Service  ★ 

★  Convenient  Monthly  Payment  Plans  ★ 

★  Cancelled  Policies  Replaced  ★ 

BROOKLINE  ROSLINDALE  ALLSTON 

241  Washington  St.  4521  Washington  St.  168a  Brighton  Ave. 

731-1015  323-0800  782-0400 

Our  offices  are  staffed  with  friendly,  knowledgeable 
people  to  answer  all  your  questions. 

CALL  THE  INSURANCE  PROFESSIONALS  FIRST 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 
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TAX  PREPARATION 

h 

Gordon  Parry 

Individual,  Partnership  & 
Corporate  Returns 

Two  Locations: 

Newbury  Street  •  Boston 
Washington  Street  •  Medford 

(617)  730-4103 


South  Bay 
Veterinary 
Group 


587  Trcmont  Street  South  End 
Four  Blocks  From  Copley  Place 
Louis.  J.  Guida.  DVM 
BOSTON  S-FULL^SERVICE 
VETERINARY  HOSPITAL 

266-6619 

Office  Hours  &  House  Calls 
Mon. -Sat.  by  appointment 

EMERGENCY  SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYISTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 

Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W 
Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
617-474-6950 


Your  Relationship 
Is  In  Trouble 

when  you  wonder  if  your 
lover  is  cheating. . .  when  sex 
is  unsatisfying. .  .when  you 
no  longer  talk  or  have  fun 
together. . .  when  the  fights 
keep  getting  worse. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


(BOSTON'S  BEST  MUSICAL!  ) 


“INTOXI¬ 

CATING!" 

— Arthur  Friedman, 
Boston  Herald 

“HILARIOUS!" 

—John  Eng*trom, 
Boston  Glob* 


“PUNCH, 

PIZZAZZ, 

SMASHING 

MATERIAL!” 

—Joyce  Kulhawik, 
WBZ-TV 


FOREX- 

ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 

Hawaii . 784 

Puerto  La  Cruz . 499 

Bonaire  . 449 

Antigua . 549 

Puerto  Vallarta  . 539 

Puerto  Rico . 549 

Ixtapa . 499 

Rio  De  Janeiro . 499 

Margarita  Island . 529 

Puerto  Plata . 589 

Mazatlan . 499 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


THE  CHEF'S  DELIGHT 

Over  149  spices  in  stock 
all  natural 
hand  packed 
guaranteed 

numerous  vinegars  &  oils 
over  50  cuts  of  pasta 
many  other  gourmet 
items 


MON-WED 
THU-SAT  10-9 
SUNDAY  9-6 

FREE 

Package  Of 

Bread  Crumbs 
7  oz. 

No  purchase 
Necessary 
Only  With  This 
Coupon 


Service  available  to:  small  stores, 
restaurants,  institutions. 
WHOLESALE  CALL  561-1122 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
T6  Haviland  St..  Boston.  MA  02 T 15 

15  YEARS  SERVING  THE 
GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


Esther  Rubinstein  and  Liz  Galst 


A  taste  of  heaven 

“We  are  part  of  a  dying  art,  a  dying  tradition: 

Jewish  grandmothers  and  their  granddaughters  making 
Gefilte  fish  together  in  celebration  of  Passover,  the  season  of 
our  liberation.  ” 


By  Liz  Galst 

t  was  about  this  time  last  year  that  I  came 
out  to  my  grandmother. 

You  see  it  was  Passover.  And  every  year 
at  this  time  I  uproot  myself  from  my  com¬ 
fortable  lesbian  household  in  Somerville, 
Mass.,  drive  four  hours  to  New  York,  and 
make  Gefilte  fish  with  my  grandmother. 
The  travelling,  of  course,  is  a  real  schlep. 
But  to  cook  with  my  grandmother  is  to  taste 
heaven. 

So  there  I  was,  with  my  grandmother, 
chopping  the  fish.  I  don’t  know  if  you  know 
how  to  make  Gefilte  fish  (the  recipe’s  at  the 
end  of  the  article),  but  basically  what  you  do 
is  put  a  couple  of  different  kinds  of  raw  fish 
in  a  wooden  chopping  bowl  with  a  few 
ground  up  carrots  and  onions,  a  little  salt 
and  pepper,  matzoh  meal,  some  water  and 
an  egg.  Then  you  chop  it  with  a  metal  chop¬ 
per.  You  chop  it  a  lot.  Then  it  gets  kind  of 
gelatinous,  so  you  throw  in  a  little  more 
water  and  start  chopping  again.  You  keep 
doing  this:  chop  for  a  while,  toss  in  some 
water  and  then  continue  chopping.  Even¬ 
tually,  you  shape  this  stuff  into  ovals  and 
cook  it  for  two  and  a  half  hours  in  a  pot  full 
of  fish  stock  and  carrots. 

Like  I  said,  I  was  chopping  the  fish.  My 
grandmother  was  peeling  carrots  with  a  big 
knife.  She  looked  down  at  her  hands,  so  I 
knew  it  was  time  for  “The  Usual  Boyfriend 
Question.”  For  those  of  you  unfamiliar 
with  “The  Usual  Boyfriend  Question,”  it  is 
this:  “Do  you  have  a  boyfriend?”  It’s  a 
straightforward  enough  kind  of  a  question 
and  my  grandmother  likes  to  ask  it  at  least 
three  times  a  year.  Being  basically  a  coward 
at  heart,  I  respond  thrice  yearly  with  my 
“Usual  Boyfriend  Response.”  “No,  but  I 
have  friends  who  are  men.”  For  some  rea¬ 
son,  I  think  this  will  satisfy  her.  And  god 
forbid  my  grandmother  should  think  I’m  a 
manhater!  Sometimes,  when  I  want  to  spice 
up  my  answer  a  little  bit,  I  remind  her  that  in 
my  life,  I  have  had  a  boyfriend.  I  neglect  to 
mention  that  this  was  in  February,  1981. 
You  see,  I  want  my  grandmother  to  think  of 
me  as  “single.”  I  want  her  to  think  I  am  cur¬ 
rently  unattached  but  could  be  swept  at  any 
moment  into  the  world  of  the  soon-to-be- 
married.  I  want  her  to  know  that  her  dreams 
of  our  shopping  trip  to  Fortunoffs  will  not 
be  shattered,  that  we  will  stroll  down  the 
aisle  purchasing  the  kosher  glass  dishes  with 
which  I  will  begin  my  adult  life. 

Back  to  the  fish.  I  am  still  chopping  the 
fish.  This  may  sound  dull  to  you,  but  I  love 
to  chop  the  fish.  It  has  taken  me  a  long  time 
to  arrive  at  this  prestigious  position.  As  a 
child  I  was  relegated  to  the  world  of  carrots. 
I  would  peel  them  and  cut  them  into  stubby 
sections.  My  grandmother,  in  her  special 
Passover  housecoat,  would  chop  the  fish 
and  gossip  with  my  mother  about  friends, 
and  about  relatives  whose  children  had 
become  drug  addicts  or  travelled  halfway 
around  the  world  to  find  the  meaning  of  life. 
Even  at  a  young  age  I  sensed  their  sadness  at 
broken  bonds  and  loved  ones  lost  to  other 
worlds. 

Now,  at  age  25,  lam  proud  to  still  make 
Gefilte  fish  with  my  grandmother.  Every 
year  I  brag  to  my  friends  about  it.  Many 
Jewish  women  my  age  are  unschooled  in 


Gefilte  fish  preparation  (to  say  nothing  of 
stuffed  cabbage,  borscht,  rugelach,  krep- 
lach,  and  tsimmes!).  Some  are  too  busy,  or 
not  interested.  Others  have  forgone  this 
time-honored  art  out  of  ethical  considera¬ 
tion  for  the  rights  of  fish.  My  grandmother, 
she  also  brags,  to  her  friends  and  to  her  co- 
workers  at  the  travel  agency.  As  girls  and 
young  women  before  the  advent  of  refriger¬ 
ation,  they  shared  bathtubs  with  whitefish 
and  pike  on  their  way  to  the  slaughter.  Now, 
many  can’t  be  bothered.  “You  can  buy  it 
just  as  good  in  a  jar,”  they  say.  “ Rokeach  is 
very  nice.”  So  my  grandmother  and  I,  we 
brag.  But  implicit  in  our  bragging  is  our 
knowledge  that  we  are  part  of  a  dying  art,  a 
dying  tradition:  Jewish  grandmothers  and 
their  granddaughters  making  Gefilte  fish 
together  in  celebration  of  Passover,  the 
season  of  our  liberation. 

I  am  chopping  the  fish.  By  this  point  I 
have  given  “The  Usual  Boyfriend  Answer.” 

I  am  not  talking.  Neither  is  my  grand¬ 
mother.  Chatter  is  an  important  ingredient 
in  our  production  of  Gefilte  fish  and  it  is 
missing.  While  I  chop  I  am  thinking  of  my 
grandmother  and  how  she  loved  me  boister¬ 
ously  in  my  quiet,  lonely  childhood  home. 
Her  hands  worked  my  small,  awkward 
fingers  around  her  knitting  needles  as  1  sat 
with  her  in  my  grandparents’  La-Z-Boy 
recliner.  One  special  time,  she  drove  me  to 
the  corner  of  Blake  Avenue  and  Alabama  in 
East  New  York  and  told  me  the  stories  of 
her  life  as  a  young  woman  and  her  work  in 
the  family’s  chicken  stall  there.  I  think  back 
to  my  life  in  Somerville  and  all  that  I  have 
kept  from  her  out  of  fear.  I  am  thinking  of 
broken  bonds  and  lost  worlds.  I  think  it’s 
time  I  tell  my  grandmother  the  truth. 

I  swallow,  (swallowing  can  be  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  any  coming  out  declaration)  and 
say,  “What  would  you  say  if  I  said  that  I 
had  a  girlfriend?”  To  this  my  grandmother 
replies  “Do  you  think  there’s  enough  salt  in 
the  fish?” 

DO  YOU  THINK  THERE’S  ENOUGH 
SAL  T  IN  THE  FISH!?!!! 

For  this  I  have  agonized  over  coming  out 
for  five  years!!?!! 

I  wonder  if  my  grandmother  is  going 
deaf.  My  grandfather,  81  years  old,  may  he 
live  and  be  well,  is  losing  his  hearing,  but  my 
grandmother?  My  grandmother  goes  on  a 
lot  of  cruises  for  travel  agents.  She’s  a  free 
spirit.  She  sits  in  a  lounge  chair  on  the  deck 
of  some  Italian  ocean  liner  and  meets  peo¬ 
ple.  They  converse,  compare  stories.  All  this 
goes  on  above  tremendous  engine  noise  and 
the  crashing  of  waves  against  the  hull.  She 
hears.  She’s  just  not  dealing  with  this. 

Listen,  it’s  not  every  day  your  oldest 
granddaughter  tells  you  she’s  queer.  I  give 
her  a  few  minutes.  Eventually  my  grand¬ 
mother  says,  “ Do  you  have  a  girlfriend?”  I 
tell  her  1  don’t  but  that  I  do  have  them  occa¬ 
sionally.  She  asks  me  a  few  questions  about 
AIDS.  She  asks  me  about  having  children. 
She  is  skeptical,  but  still  she  seems  satisfied 
with  my  explanation  of  the  current  trend 
toward  artificial  insemination  in  the  lesbian 
community.  A  little  later  I  ask  if  she’s  upset 
that  1  am  gay.  She  says,  “No,  but  I  think  it’s 
Continued  on  page  12 
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My  grandmother  and  me 

Heaven 

Continued  from  page  1 1 

interesting  that  the  first  thing  I  said  was  ‘Is 
there  enough  salt  in  the  fish?’” 

I’m  glad  I  came  out  to  my  grandmother.  I 
was  lucky.  She  did  not  disown  me,  condemn 
me,  and  best  of  all,  she  did  not  die  of  a  heart 
attack,  a  method  successfully  employed  by 
some  people’s  relatives  to  register  disap¬ 
proval.  She  said,  “You’re  my  grand¬ 
daughter  and  I  don’t  love  you  any  less.  I’m 
71  years  old,  I’ve  learned  to  accept  a  lot  of 
things  in  my  lifetime.  This  too,  I  will 
accept.”  Afterwards  we  went  out  for 
Chinese  food  and  my  grandmother  told  me 
things  I  never  knew:  about  her  belief  in  re¬ 
incarnation  and  her  marriage  at  an  early 
age.  We  giggled  a  lot. 

We  have  been  able  to  move  on,  my  grand¬ 
mother  and  I.  She  seems  satisfied  knowing 
she  may  yet  see  her  first  great-grandchild. 
When  and  if  I  have  the  kid,  it  will  be  named 
for  my  great-grandmother  Sarah,  the 
Gefilte  fish  maven.  Since  I  came  out  to  my 
grandmother,  we  have  become  bolder  with 
each  other.  “O.K.,  this  gay  movement,  all 
right,”  she  said  to  me  at  Yom  Kippur.  “But 
do  you  still  have  to  dress  like  that?”  You 
see,  coming  out  can  be  a  positive  experience. 

This  year  again  I  will  schlep  to  New  York 
and  together  my  grandmother  and  I  will 
make  Gefilte  fish.  I  will  chop,  she  will  make 
sure  I  put  in  just  the  right  amount  of  water; 
we  will  revel  in  each  other’s  presence.  Then 
we  will  bake pesadich  spongecake  from  thir¬ 
teen  eggs,  a  little  seltzer,  and  a  shredded 
orange,  and  celebrate  the  other  miracles  of 
Passover. 


Cleared 

Continued  from  page  5 

read  line  by  line  as  proof  that  she  was  en¬ 
dangering  the  union.  Levy  said  she  believes 
the  article  was  used  in  a  homophobic  at¬ 
tempt  to  discredit  her  in  the  eyes  of  the 
general  membership. 

Tom  Gaughn,  an  Ann  Arbor  gay  activist 
and  friend  of  Levy’s  who  slipped  into  the 
trial  for  one  day  of  the  testimony,  agreed 
with  Levy’s  assessment  of  Webb’s  focus  on 
her  lesbianism  at  the  trial.  Describing  the 
trial  as  “good  drama,”  Gaughn  said  that 
Webb  tried  to  make  Levy  look  like  a  “fringe 
person.”  The  implication,  he  claimed,  was 
“that  a  lesbian  couldn’t  represent  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  general  membership.” 

George  Washington,  a  labor  lawyer  in 
Detroit  who  represented  Levy,  said  the  trial 
was  “one  of  the  most  incredible  I’ve  been 
to.”  Levy  was  tried  for  “thought  crimes,” 
according  to  Washington,  who  added  that 
the  attitudes,  emotions  and  motivations  evi¬ 
dent  at  the  trial  smacked  of  McCarthyism. 

Washington  noted  that  the  strong  anti¬ 
gay  prejudice  which  was  prevalent  during 
the  trial  was  not  taken  seriously  by  Seferian. 
Although  the  judge’s  decision  cleared  Levy 
of  the  charges  and  defended  her  right  to 
freedom  of  speech,  Levy,  her  attorney  and 
her  supporters  are  critical  of  Seferian’s  rul¬ 
ing.  They  say  the  decision  not  only  fails  to 
address  anti-gay  prejudice  among  union 
leadership,  but  it  contains  homophobic 
statements  itself  and  is  generally  critical  of 
Levy. 

Seferian  states  in  the  order  that  he  agrees 
with  Carter  and  the  other  charging  parties 
that  “the  actions  taken  by  Sister  Levy  have 
had  and  will  continue  to  have  the  adverse  ef¬ 
fects  on  the  union  complained  of  by  the 
charging  parties.”  But  Seferian  found  that 
Levy  committed  no  chargeable  offense  since 
freedom  of  speech  is  guaranteed  in 


The  Recipe 

For  every  two  lbs  raw  whitefish,  use  1  lb 
raw  yellow  pike,  two  eggs,  a  dusting  of  mat- 
zoh  meal,  about  1/3  cup  each  ground  car¬ 
rots  and  onions,  and  start  with  about  1/4 
cup  of  water.  Put  this  in  a  wooden  chopping 
bowl  and  chop  (like  it  says  in  the  article)  un¬ 
til  the  mixture  becomes  kind  of  gelatinous 
and  uniform.  Add  a  little  more  water  (about 
three  tablespoons)  and  chop  some  more. 
Keep  on  repeating  this  water/chopping 
routine  until  you  and  your  Gefilte  fish  have 
reached  the  saturation  point.  Then  shape 
the  Gefilte  fish  into  ovals  by  passing  a  small 
handful  from  hand  to  hand  (trust  me,  it  works). 
Then  carefully  place  these  into  a  big  pot  of 
boiling  fish  stock  (bones  and  fish-heads  at 
the  bottom),  carrots,  salt  and  pepper.  Turn 
the  stock  down  a  little  before  putting  the 
Gefilte  fish  in  (only  worry  about  the  fish- 
heads  and  bones  if  you  are  the  grand¬ 
daughter  and  have  to  rescue  the  bottom 
pieces  of  the  Gefilte  fish  the  next  morning). 
Cover  and  cook  for  1  and  1/2  hours.  Then 
taste  the  broth  and  the  fish  to  see  if  it  tastes 
right.  If  not,  add  some  more  salt  and  pep¬ 
per.  Recover  and  cook  for  one  and  1/2  more 
hours.  Turn  the  light  out  underneath  the  pot 
and  allow  everything  to  cool.  During  this 
time  the  Gefilte  fish  will  soak  up  lots  of  liq¬ 
uid  so  don’t  be  too  organized  and  put 
everything  away  in  jars  too  quickly.  When 
everything  is  cool,  you  can  take  out  the 
Gefilte  fish  and  put  it  into  containers.  Be 
sure  that  it  has  enough  broth  to  swim  in. 
Serve  with  purple  horseradish. 


AFSCME’s  International  Constitution. 

Levy  said  she  continues  to  have  problems 
dealing  with  Carter  and  other  members  of 
the  Local  1583  Executive  Board.  After  her 
reinstatement  in  September,  an  unsigned 
letter  was  sent  out  to  the  general  member¬ 
ship  in  which  the  authors  said  they  hoped 
Levy  would  meet  the  same  fate  as  Trotsky. 
Trotsky  was  killed  with  an  ice  pick  through 
the  head. 

“Working  conditions  are  terrible,”  said 
Levy,  who  also  claimed  that  every  action  she 
takes  is  met  with  a  letter  of  reprimand 
threatening  suspension.  She  said  since  the 
decision,  two  Executive  Board  meetings 
have  convened  where  Carter  has  tried  to  sus¬ 
pend  her  and  restrict  her  dealings  with  the 
press. 

According  to  Levy,  Steve  Hunter,  Sgt.  at 
Arms  for  Local  1583,  told  her  at  one  of  the 
meetings  not  to  bring  “coolies  and  faggots” 
to  the  general  membership  meeting.  “Cool¬ 
ie”  is  a  derogatory  term  for  Chinese  laborers 
who  built  railroads  in  the  U.S.  Levy  also 
said  she  faces  continued  harassment  at  union 
offices.  For  example,  Levy  said  Carter  told 
her  that  what  she  needed  was  “a  stiff  prick 
between  your  legs.” 

Carter,  Hunter  and  Webb  have  all  refused 
to  comment  to  GCN  on  the  trial,  the  deci¬ 
sion,  or  any  matter  having  to  do  with  Levy. 

Levy  said  she  feels  the  general  member¬ 
ship  will  need  to  take  action  soon  to  resolve 
the  conflict  among  the  union’s  leaders. 
“The  leadership  is  completely  divided, 
there’s  no  way  that  this  can  last.”  Contract 
negotiations  between  AFSCME  Local  1583 
and  the  university  commence  in  May.  Levy 
said  at  that  time  the  membership  and  leader¬ 
ship  must  be  unified  in  order  to  successfully 
bargain  for  a  good  contract.  □ 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Centra  Square) 


Laurie  A.  Livingston, 
Ed.D. 
Licensed 
Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 
agoraphobia  •  panic 
disorder  •  simple 
fears  and  phobias  • 
depression  •  stress 
disorders  •  social 
anxiety  • 

Telephone: 

(617)  262-5223 

Agoraphobia  Treatment  and 
Research  Center  of  New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of;  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 
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Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay  or 
lesbian  child? 

Do  you  wish  you 
could  talk  to 
your  parents 
about  being 
gay  or  lesbian? 

Build  connections 
with  your  family. 

One-day  workshops  the  first  Saturday  of 
each  month.  10  am-4  pm  $55  per  person 

April  2  Siblings  of  Gays  and 
Lesbians 

May  7  Gays,  Lesbians,  and 
their  Parents 
Handling  Visits, 

Vacations,  and 
Family  Events 

Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

876-2113 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an¬ 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  “The  Brinks 
Job.” 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of 
Boston,”  Fall  1980. 

277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


PERSONALS 

- GCN  REPLY  BOXES - 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
I  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Bos! on,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

HARPY  EASTER  PATT1-PEG! 

Greetings  from  your  friends  in  New  Jersey. 

Miss  you. _ (36) 

If  you  are  a  GBF/GPRF  28-42,  attractive,  college 
educated,  productive,  monogamous,  easy-going,  sen¬ 
sitive  and  loving,  who  is  in  search  of  happiness,  adven¬ 
ture,  reality  with  an  attractive,  ivy  educated,  sensuous, 
exciting  BL  27,  who  wishes  to  be  caught  up  in  the  rap- 
ture... Write  P/P.  No  Bi’s  please.  GCN  Box  297.  (36) 

Bright  LF  Early  twenties,  warm,  attractive,  seeking  kind 
woman  with  sense  of  humor  to  share  evening  walks,  din¬ 
ing  out  and  great  conversation  —  monogamous  relation¬ 
ship.  Age  no  concern.  Please  write:  P.O.  Box  4932 
Natick,  Mass.  01760 _ 06) 

GWM  27,  6’  lonely,  husky,  handsome,  blonde/blue 
w/moustache.  Seeking  a  loyal/dependable,  friend/lover 
(20-40)  who  is  romantic,  honest/sincere  call  Michael. 
(617)774-1254. _ 06) 

Non-smoking  drug-free  BiWM,  devoted,  affectionate, 
into  classical  music,  safe  kinky  sex  (bikinis,  G-strings, 
etc.),  youthful  51,  seeks  enduring,  caring  monogamous 
relationship.  Write  descriptive  letter. 

Lew,  GCN  Box  298 _ (37) 

B’HAM-BOUND 

What  a  good  buddy  you’ve  been  lately,  through  all  my 
event  traumas.  Don’t  think  I  take  any  of  it  —  or  you  — 
for  granted.  Get  sweaty,  but  stay  cool  with  the  folks 
(warn  Dad  that  your  Jewish,  feminist,  lesbo  lover  may 
come  visit  this  summer).  And  get  down  on  them  roller 
skates!  Love,  Me  (P.S.  Looking  forward  to  a  full  col¬ 
lage) _ (36) 

LESBIAN  VOLLEYBALL  PLAYERS 

We  are  forming  one  or  two  teams  for  the  women’s  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  U.S. /Canada  Gay  Volleyball  Tournament  in 
Montreal,  Memorial  Day  Weekend.  Interested?  Call 
Amy  at  864-2865  right  away. _ (36) 

G.W.F.  Age  20  blond  very  pretty,  interests  are  sports 
and  travel.  Also  enjoys  politics.  Seeks  someone  with 
similar  interests.  Send  photo.  1  Devonshire  Place,  Box 
4008,  Boston,  MA  02109. _ (36) 

Very  handsome  GWM  in  great  physical  condition  age 
24,  interested  in  classical  arts  and  politics  seeks  same. 
Please  send  photo.  1  Devonshire  Place,  Box  4008 
Boston.  MA 02109. _ (36) 

BEGINNER  SOCCER  FOR  WOMEN 
Learn  to  play  in  safe  environment.  Free  clinic  for 
women  w/little  or  no  sports/soccer  experience  (possibili¬ 
ty  of  team  forming).  Sunday,  March  27,  I0am-2pm 
Lusitania  Field,  Fresh  Pond,  Cambridge.  For  info  call 
Hershey  66 1-6771. _ (36) 

GWF  25  attractive  looking  for  a  lasting  relationship  with 
a  warm,  caring,  creative  and  attractive  woman  aged 
23-28.  I’m  into  music,  movies  and  giving  and  getting  lots 
of  affection.  Send  photos  if  possible.  GCN  Box  295  (37) 

I’m  27  year  old  Polish  gay  man,  who  lives  in  Warsaw.  1 
would  like  to  correspond  with  gays  from  the  USA.  I’m 
interested  in  theatre,  opera,  cinema,  music,  tourism, 
and  I  know  English  language.  Marek  Wyloga,  Skrytka 
Poozt  142, 00-953  Warszawa  30,  Poland _ (37) 


PERSONALS 


SOCCER  PLAYERS  WANTED! 

We’re  looking  for  experienced  players  to  join  the  P’s  & 
Q’s,  the  only  all-lesbian  soccer  team  in  the  EMWSL! 
For  information  call  Leigh  at  492-7653  or  661-6771.  (36) 

AUDIO  DRAMA 

Cybernetics  and  sex  change.  Send  M.O.  S15  per  tape  to 
R.  Hill,  Koringstr.  23,  2820  Bremen  70,  West 


Germany. 


(36) 
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Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Weed  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  o(  2S«  per  word  (3S«  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost; 

□  Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25 C 
for  each  additional  word. 

C  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  351  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  (SI .50 x . 


My  category  it: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $ _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ _ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  — 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  — 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  — 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  — 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□S15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $ _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ad*  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $  . 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MOUNT  HOLYOKE  COLLEGE  LESBIANS 

Join  international  network  of  alumnae,  students,  and  friends, 
over  160  so  far!  Send  long  SASE,  ideas  to  D.  Albino,  32  Elm, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139,  (617)8680117 _ (38) 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty.  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  tool).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 14-6194. _ (49) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC,  744-6841 , _ (36) 


SERVICES 
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WOMONGATHERINGI 
LIVING  A  WOMONIST  FUTURE  TODAY! 

WOMONGATHER1NG  is  local  and  nationally 
recognized  women  spiritual  leaders  reflecting  the  diversi¬ 
ty  of  beliefs  known  as  Women’s  Spirituality.  This 
weekend  of  INTENSIVE,  EXPERIENTIAL, 
WORKSHOPS  is  held  at  a  scenic,  private  camp  near 
Oxford,  PA.  the  weekend  of  June  10-12th.  Superb 
recreational  facilities  include  an  Olympic  sized  pool  and 
lighted  tennis  courts.  The  crafts  area  showcases 
spiritually-oriented  woman-made  products  and  services 
including  crystals,  readers,  body  workers  and  herbalists. 
Indoor  hot  showers  and  flush  toilets,  dormitory  styled 
cabins  or  tenting  available.  $140  includes  all  workshops, 
activities,  housing  and  meals  for  the  weekend.  Write  for 
a  registration  brochure.  Campfest  Festivals, 
WOMONGATHERING,  RR3,  Box  185-W206, 
Franklinville,  NJ  09322,  or  call  Gloria  (609)  694-2037, 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.)  (47) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

S:  What  are  you  looking  in  this  column  for?  Anything 
else  would  be  anti-climactic!  April  Fool! 

C,  GCN  Type  Setter  (36) 


TROUBLED  PEOPLE 

Even  after  you’re  out  you  may  still  feel  depressed,  con¬ 
fused,  lonely,  just  plain  miserable.  Psychotherapy  helps. 
Interview  the  therapist  at  no  charge.  Ruth  Chessman, 
MA,  Newton.  (617)  964-2510. _ _ (41) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


Staffing 

Coordinators 

Exciting  and  challenging  positions 
are  available  in  the  area's  largest 
and  most  respected  temporary  nurs¬ 
ing  placement  service.  These  posi¬ 
tions  are  in  our  downtown  Boston 
office,  with  openings  on  days,  even¬ 
ings,  and  weekends. 

We  have  both  full-time  and  part- 
time  openings.  Our  continued 
growth  requires  that  the  individuals 
selected  be  well-motivated,  ar¬ 
ticulate  and  have  some  previous 
related  experience.  Responsibilities 
include:  heavy  telephone  contact 
with  medical  clients  and  temporary 
employees,  interviewing  and  plac¬ 
ing  employees  on  assignments. 
Competitive  salary  and  incentive 
bonus  package  offered.  (This  is  a 
smoking  office.)  Resume  indicating 
which  shift  and  full  or  part-time  to: 
Steven  Kacouros,  Staff  Builders 
Health  Care  Services,  18  Tremont 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. _ 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 

DELIVERY  SERVICE 

Part-time  —  You  set  hours.  Must  know  Middlesex 
County,  have  own  car  and  insurance.  Commissions. 
Mon-Sat  call  256-7285. _ (39) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Live-in  housekeeper/maintenance  position  for  women’s 
guesthouse  in  Provincetown.  Long  season.  Immediate 
opening.  Call  Gabriel  at  487-3232. _ (37) 

FULL  CHARGE  ACCOUNTANT  AND  FINANCE 
OFFICE  MANAGER  for  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  six  state  region,  16  programs.  Five  years  ex¬ 
perience  and  computer  skills  necessary.  Base  salary 
$20,700.  Chicago-based.  For  info  call  (312)  427-2533  or 
write  AFSC,  59 E.  Van  Buren,  Chicago,  1L  60605.  (36) 

BIKE  SHOP 

Broadway  Bicycle  School  is  looking  for  female  and  male 
bicycle  mechanics  of  both  sexes  (joke).  Experience  is 
preferred,  but  we  will  train.  Call  868-3392. _ (39) 


HELP  WANTED 

WAR  RESISTERS  LEAGUE:  Two  full-time  openings 
on  national  staff  in  New  York  City.  Fundraiser:  primar¬ 
ily  fundraising  with  some  time  given  to  program  or 
administrative  work.  Applicants  should  show  fundrais¬ 
ing  skills.  Apply  by  April  15.  Program  staff:  work  in 
program  areas  as  determined  by  the  organization’s 
priorities;  likely  to  include  disarmament,  draft  and 
counter-recruitment,  or  resource  staff  for  local 
organizers.  Applicants  should  show  organizing  ex¬ 
perience  and  some  specific  program  skills.  Apply  by 
May  2.  Commitment  to  nonviolence  a  must.  Salary: 
$20,000  plus  benefits  for  each  position.  Contact  WRL 
for  full  job  description  or  send  resumes  to  Personnel, 
WRL,  339  Lafayette  St.,  NY,  NY  10012.  (212)228-0450. 
_ (36) 

DANCE  CO.  MANAGER 

North  Atlantic  Ballet  seeks  business  manager  to  oversee 
all  programs  and  administrative  functions.  Some  fiscal 
responsibility.  BA  plus  4  years  related  experience,  or 
MA  in  field  plus  2  years  related  experience.  Preference 
to  applicants  with  non-profit  or  arts  organization  ex¬ 
perience.  Salary  mid-20’s.  Submit  resume  and  letter  of 
intent  to  GCN  Box  296. _ (38) 

INTERIOR  PAINTING 

Novice  and  experienced.  Transportation  helpful. 

Careful  work  essential.  787-9437, _ (38) 

HELP  STOP  NUCLEAR  WEAPONS 
Office  manager  for  INFACT’s  national  office.  INFACT 
is  organizing  the  GE  Boycott.  Ensure  smooth  operations 
of  the  office.  Spread  the  campaign  by  answering  infor¬ 
mation  requests.  Full-time.  Send  resume  to  Kathy 
Pillsbury,  INFACT,  256  Hanover  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 13  or  call  742-4583. _ (36) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

STAFF  EDITOR 

Dollars  &  Sense  magazine.  Responsibilities  include 
writing/editing  articles  on  current  economic  issues,  and 
magazine  management.  Part-time  position.  Salary  based 
on  $16,200  full-time.  Health  benefits.  Women  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resume  and 
writing  samples  by  April  25  to  Dollars  &  Sense,  1  Sum- 
mer  Street,  Somerville,  MA  02143. _ (37) 

Hairdresser  wanted  for  busy  Provincetown  Salon.  Year- 
round  job,  living  accomodations  possible.  Call  Pete  im- 
mediately  for  interview,  leave  message.  487-1646.  (38) 

UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY 

Running  Water  Retreat  Center  for  gay  men  is  seeking 
program  coordinator/caretaker.  Responsibilities  include 
facilitating  retreats,  workshops  and  gatherings,  hosting 
visitors,  light  maintenance  and  housekeeping.  Seeking  a 
person  or  couple  adaptable  to  rustic  mountain  living, 
possessing  practical  skills,  gregarious  personality,  and  a 
responsible  nature.  Salary  of  room  and  board  plus 
$75/month  and  commissions  from  events.  Must  have 
own  vehicle.  Vegetarian  fare  and  no  illegal  drugs.  Write: 
Search  Committee,  Rt.  1  Box  127-E,  Bakersville, 

NC  28705  _ (36) 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

PATIENT 

SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT 

Full-time  position.  Salary  and  full 
benefits.  Experience  with  billing 
systems  or  health  care  helpful  but 
not  required.  Contact:  Nancy, 
267-0900. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 


GCN  Job 
Openings 

■  ART  DIRECTOR  (available  mid-April); 
Maintain  overall  design  of  the  paper  and 
oversee  the  layout  and  proofreading  functions 
on  production  night.  Design  centerspreads 
and  cover  graphics  (or  assign  to  volunteer  ar¬ 
tists),  weekly  display  advertising,  as  well  as 
promotional  materials,  pamphlets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred,  but  training  is  available. 

■  COORDINATING  EDITOR:  (availa¬ 
ble  late  April):  Coordinate  paper’s  overall 
administrative/financial  affairs  and  fundraising 
activities.  Prepare  editorial/letters  pages. 
Serve  as  liaison  with  board,  and,  as  necessary, 
serve  as  paper's  spokesperson/representative. 
Qualifications:  Strong  administrative, 
organizational,  interpersonal  and  fundraising 
skills.  Familiarity  with  GCN  preferable. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to 
gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism, 
an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  collective  decision-making  pro¬ 
cess. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

■  FREELANCE,  PART-TIME  TYPE¬ 
SETTER:  Coordinate  the  paper's  revenue- 
producing,  outside  typesetting  business. 
Responsibilities:  Typeset  outside  work  and 
schedule  other  typesetters;  oversee  and 
devolop  the  business;  keep  staff  informed. 
Qualifications:  Good  typesetting  skills, 
preferably  on  a  Compugraphic  Editwriter 
7500,  and  strong  organizational  skills  with  at¬ 
tention  to  detail.  Familiarity  with  GCN 
strongly  preferred.  Knowledge  of  progressive 
movements  helpful.  Hours:  20  + /month 
(evenings,  Friday,  or  weekends).  Salary: 
$8- 1 0/hour  with  some  benefits. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  by  March  3 1  to  GCN 
Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston.  MA  021 16. 
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ROOMMATE  WANTED  ORGANIZATIONS 

j.P.  MANSION 

Neat,  considerate,  non-smoking  roommate  needed  to 
share  wonderful  13-room  Victorian  house  in  Jamaica 
Plain  with  1  LF  and  5  GMs.  We’re  independent,  friend¬ 
ly,  and  quiet.  Room  available  is  very  private,  with  a 
private  bath  and  closet  space.  House  has  enormous  com¬ 
mon  areas,  2  full  kitchens,  dcks,  porches,  and  parking. 

Near  Orange  and  Arborway  T  lines.  $335  plus  resonable 
utilities.  Security  deposit.  Call  522-6350  or  524-9927. 

2GM  +  2L  seek  5th  30  ±  for  JP  Victorian  House. 

Lovelyu  home,  convenient  to  pond,  T,  shopping.  $325 
to  375  plus.  524-7390  or  522-8786. _ (37) 

CAMBRIDGE  -  HARVARD  SQUARE 
Feminist  roommate  sought  to  share  1920's  style  (newly 
rehab’d)  apartment.  Suited  for  independent  non-smoker 
who  likes  light,  antiques,  space,  porches,  a  yard,  laun¬ 
dry  facilities,  amd  beautiful  hardwood  floors.  $495  + 

(May  1  —  flexible).  Call  Ellen  at  354-3966.  (37) 

2  LF’s  seek  3rd  for  Somerville  apt.  Have  cat,  one  more 
ok.  No  smoke.  Min.  alcohol.  Good  location.  Clean, 
friendly  home.  Quiet.  $245  4  625-7935. _ (37) 

NONTHEMATIC  QUEERS  SEEK  SAME 
LF  and  GM  seek  two  rmmts.  for  nice  large  house.  Union 
Sqare-Somerville  smokers.  Two  cats.  Friendly,  indep. 
household  $170/5210  First/last  avail.  4/1  Dean  or 
Kirsten  628-1652. _ (37) 

April  and  May  sublet  —  2JF’s  sk  IF  for  veggie,  friendly, 
quiet,  independent  household.  Somerville,  close  to  T. 

623-8603. _ (37) 

Housemates  wanted  to  share  7  room  house  near  T  and 
beach  in  Quincy  $450  +  util.  471-9353.  No  smoking,  no 
drugs  or  alcohol  preferred. _ (36) 

Sunny  Somerville  Home.  Three  LFs  seek  fourth.  We 
have  two  second  floor  porches,  garden,  spacious  rooms. 

Our  semi-coop,  semi-veg,  cigarrette  and  furry  pet  free 
home  is  near  Davis  Square.  776-0303. _ (36) 

Non-smoking  L  (25  +  )  sought  for  Cambridge  apt.  (Bel¬ 
mont  Line)  Nr  T  (10  min  to  Harvard  on  bus).  Rent  $325 
including  util.  Laundry  in  building.  Call  864-4314,  (36) 

LF  or  BiF,  28  + ,  wanted  to  share  beautiful  apartment 
near  J.P.  w/BiF,  dog,  cat,  plants,  good  food,  books, 
w/d/d.  and  back  porch.  It’s  a  real  home!  No 
smoke/drugs/little  ale.  350+ .  277-5835. _ (36) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+. 

Call  Anne  666-1267, _ (36) 

WATERTOWN 

Avail.  2/1, 2F  2M  sks  quiet  housemate  29+  for  6  bdrm 
hse,  lg  yd,  w/d,  no  additional  smkrs,  no  pets.  1  or  2  rms 
at  232.50/mo  ea.  +  util.  Call  7-9pm  wkdys.  11-4  wknds 
923-1367. _ (36) 


PUBLICATIONS 


JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)321-4254, _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to 

participate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 

ARE  YOU  A  7  SISTER  COLL  ALUM1 
Interested  in  joining  a  new  network  of  seven  sister  les¬ 
bian  alumnae  for  fun  and  informal  social  activities?  If 
so,  call  Holly  at  964-0767.  Confidentiality  rigorously 
respected. _  (38) 


AIDS 

BEREAVEMENT  GROUP 

Sponsored  by 
Hospice  of  Cambridge 

FOR  FRIENDS,  LOVERS,  AND  FAMILY 
OF  PERSONS  WITH  AIDS 

Begins  March,  1988  •  No  Charge 
Meetings  in  Harvard  Square 

For  more  information,  call: 

Betsy  Bunn  547-2620  or 
Nadja  Gould  495-2070 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 


CH1LTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

Our  10th  Year  Anniversary 


Michael 

787-0428 


Kitty 

282-6437 


VACATIONS 


APARTMENTS 

WATERTOWN 

Great  two-room  sublet  for  responsible,  quiet  female.  Kitchen 
privs.,  yard,  near  “T".  Drug,  smoke,  alcohol,  pet  free  home. 
Call  924-6541, _ (37) 

DORCHESTER 

Ashmom  area,  2BR  in  owner  occupied  3-fam.  Sunny;  front, 
back  porches,  washer,  dryer,  hdwd  floors,  quiet 
neighborhood,  walk  to  T.  $650+ .  436-2717. _ (36) 

REAL  ESTATE 

LOVERS’  HIDEAWAY 

Roslindale-Two  bedroom,  1 14  bath,  skylit  kitchen, 
wood  stove,  1-car  garage,  renovated!  See  it  now!  Call 
for  details.  Commodore  Realty  (617)  364-1507.  (36) 

GREAT  JP  CONDOS  FOR  SALE 

Fab  6  room,  3  bed,  1  bath  condos,  1 100  s.f., 

Euro  Kit.  and  bath,  oak  floors,  beautiful  layout 
only  $1 13,900  and  $1 19,900  near  new  T 
Call  Walter  at  Century  21  522-7075 
_ (38) 

HOME  FOR  SALE 

Charming  Victorian  Saltbox  in  historic  Providence 
neighborhood.  Double  lvrm  with  fireplace,  dining 
room,  European  kitchen,  4  bdrms  1  'A  baths.  Tiled 
foyer,  wood  floors.  Totally  renovated  with  new  systems. 
Double  lot.  garage  and  deck.  Expandable  attic  space. 
$95,000  Call  Tom  or  Sue  (401 )  52 1 -6046. _ (38) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

BAYLOR  ALUMS: 

Still  wondering  if  that  guy  in  Penland/girl  in  Collins  is 
one  of  us?  Let’s  find  out.  Communicating  could  help  to¬ 
day’s  students  and  pressure  the  university.  Write  Steve 
T.,  1341  Ocean  Ave.,  #206,  Santa  Monica,  CA 

90401 _  _ (36) 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists ,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
noles  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas,  N.  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kenlucky,  Louisiana 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware. 
Oistrict  ot  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland.  Massachusetts 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver- 
moni.  W  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Villago  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  Dusiness-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  lor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

BLACKtOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
- OUTRAGEOUS  Women - —— 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$  1 1  /yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23.  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
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TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  BerJiman.  Prison  \±emoirs  uf  an  Anpcchiit. 


Gay  Prisoners  &  Protective  Custody 
Write  GCN  Prisoner  Project,  62  Berkeley, 
Boston  MA  02116,  for  a  copy  of  the  legal  issues 
&  cases  on  getting  into  PC  (if  you  want),  and  on 
getting  out  of  PC  (or  Ad  Seg  or  whatever 
they  're  calling  it  where  you  are). _ _ 


©©©©©©©©©©©©© 

NAMBLA  (North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association)  Bulletins  available  to  persons  im¬ 
prisoned  for  sex  with  minors.  Write  Rock 
Thatcher.  Box  70810.  Ft  Lauderdale  FL  33307. 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Celebrate  Spring  with  a  visit  to  Vermont.  Cozy  woman- 
owned  &  operated  farm/retreat.  Adorable  beby  goats, 
horseback  riding,  maple  sugaring,  spring  skiing.  A 
scenic  314  hours  from  Boston.  Off  season  rates.  Call 
(802)  533-7772. _ (39) 

MAINE  -  DISCOVER  THE  BEAUTY!! 

Think  summer!  Quiet,  restful,  lovely  rooms  for  women. 
Some  sea  views.  Reasonable.  Sea  Gnome’s  Home.  POB 
33  Stonington,  ME  04681 .  Open  —  June  thru  Sepl.  (36) 

TROPICAL  ALTERNATIVE 

Puerto  Rico’s  gay  community  is  spending  this  winter  at 
Condado  Beach.  Studios  and  one  bedrooms  on  the 
beach.  A/C,  cable,  open  terrace.  Just  minutes  from 
clubs,  casinos,  and  restaurants.  Weekly,  monthly  rates, 
call  John  899-0388. _ (36) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  X-country  trails,  then  unwind  in 
our  hot  tub.  Spacious,  fireplaced  common  areas  &  char¬ 
ming  guest  rooms  await  you.  Downhill  skiing  &  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands  Inn, 
Box  1 18-G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 

-Ski  country’s  only  all-gay  inn- 

_ (36) 

PUBLICATIONS 

GUARDIAN:Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Wnte 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY. 1001 1. _ (ex) 


I  seek  correspondence  with  TVs,  TSs  (Suka  — 
smile)  and  others.  Will  you  please  put  me  in 
your  paper?  Thank  you.  Bruce  WEATHERS, 
32442-138,  Box  1500,  El  Reno  OK  73036. 


I  do  want  to  meet  new  guys.  I’m  6’2”  and  have 
black  hair  and  I  like  long  walks  on  summer  days 
at  the  beach.  I  still  like  a  drive  in  movie  and 
nights  at  home  with  someone  who  cares.  I’m 
not  bad  looking  like  someone  might  think 
because  of  writing  and  trying  to  find  someone. 
James  REAVIS,  Rt  2  Box  137,  Creswell  NC 
27928. 


I’m  a  bi  male  who  has  tended  more  to  a  gay 
way  of  feeling  lately  and  am  interested  in  yoga 
and  self-improvemeet.  I’ve  been  in  here  for  10 
years  and  need  some  new  friends.  Raymond 
FRANKLIN,  9152  B-l,  Star  Rt,  Reidsville  GA 
30499. 


■  There  are  6  male  couples  here  out  of  the  40  or  so 
gays.  The  rest  are  trade  and  looking.  But  none 
of  us  are  getting  the  GCN  anymore  since  a  guy 
getting  it  was  transferred.  Please  put  us  on  your 
list  and  we’ll  pass  it  around  like  we  always  did. 
Also  I’m  Native  American  and  Swedish  and 
would  like  to  write  some  butch  looking  cowboys 
who  like  to  be  mounted.  Age  not  very  impor¬ 
tant.  Daniel  OLSON,  PO  Box  4970,  Orlande 
FL  32802. 


Incarcerated  Transvestite  interested  in  anyone 
in  the  free  world  who  may  be  able  to  help  me 
find  a  job  when  1  go  to  Parole  in  April  of  89. 
Race  unimportant.  Michelle  ANDERSON, 
182-364,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 


I  a  gay  man  and  need  to  be  written  by  a  loving 
type  guy.  I’m  lonely.  Will  respond  to  all  who 
write  me.  I  also  would  like  a  copy  of  your  very 
fulfilling  newsletter.  It  really  lets  me  know  that 
I’m  not  alone.  David  DUPLANTIS,  118632, 
Camp  C  Jaguar  4R2,  Angola  LA  70712. 


I’m  from  Augusta,  36,  Black  bisexual  man 

who’d  like  to  hear  from  someone  in  the  free 
world  who  has  feelings.  Robert  Lee  ANDER¬ 
SON,  EF-166918,  4600  Fulton  Mill  Rd,  Macon 
GA  31213. 


1  have  been  in  here  for  many  years  and  now  feel 

the  need  to  begin  preparing  myself  for  when  I’m 
on  the  streets  again  in  a  few  years.  I’d  like  to 
begin  writing  some  people  on  the  streets.  I’m 
hoping  to  find  someone  who  might  also  be  able 
to  visit,  but  not  necessarily.  There’s  no  shame 
to  me  if  he’s  been  in  prison  for  relationships 
with  minors  or  anything.  Please  help  me  find 
someone  to  write.  Charles  VIDAL,  C-21241, 
PO  Box  8101— 2208-X,  San  Luis  Obispo  CA 
93409, _ 

Intelligent  gay  would  like  to  hear  from  some 

sincere  gay  man!  Race  unimportant.  A  photo 
will  get  you  one  in  return.  I  look  just  like  a  girl 
and  have  long  hair.  Toni  CAMPOS  [aka 
‘Venus’],  82A  1626,  Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011. 

I  wish  to  write  a  free  gay  man.  My  interests  are 

para-legalism,  and  RR  and  country  music. 
Steve  QUICK,  454981,  Rt  1  Box  150,  Tennessee 
Colony  TX  75861. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
-  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
■  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ 522-0826 _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY^ 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733 _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
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WOMEN  IN  PRISON 

I  am  working  on  a  performance  piece  about  women  in  institu¬ 
tions:  the  prejudices  against  the  poor,  the  elderly,  racial  and 
ethnic  prejudices  etc.  I  want  to  focus  on  their  isolation,  forced 
’treatment'  and  their  abilities  to  overcome  and  rise  above 
these  hard  times.  If  you  would  like  to  write  me  with  your 
story,  I  would  appreciate  it  and  treat  it  with  respect.  Tnank 
you.  Mia  Blackwell.  PO  Box  5153,  Station  A,  Toronto  On¬ 
tario,  Canada  M5W  IN5.  (Note:  this  is  a  Canadian  address, 
but  the  ordinary  first  class  postage  is  the  same  as  for  the  U.S.; 
per  ounce.) _ 

©©©©©©©©©©<!©« 

m  a  nice  looking  black  woman  interested  in 
meeting  a  woman  of  any  color  who  wanta  a 
ood  relationship  and  is  not  selfish.  I’m  a  body 
iuilder  and  into  music.  Frances  HASKINS, 
4756,  Box  180,  Muncy  PA  17756. 


Black,  31  yr  old  gay  female  seeking  friendship 
and  hopefully  a  lasting  relationship.  I  am  very 
sincere  and  appreciate  honesty.  I  wish  to  corres- 
ond  with  someone  with  mutual  attributes, 
lorn  under  the  sign  of  Aquarius.  Annette 
TAYLOR,  635163  (456),  PO  Box  8540,  Pem¬ 
broke  Pines  FL  33024. 


I’ve  been  in  prison  for  the  last  1 1  years  and  had 
a  penpal  for  seven  years  and  he  died  eight  mon 
ths  ago.  1  miss  him  very  much.  Like  losing  fami 
ly  after  so  long.  Anyway,  if  you  would  help  me 
to  find  a  penfriend,  1  would  deeply  appreciate 
it.  I’m  35,  into  horticulture  (I’m  the  green  house 
manager  here),  like  animals,  reading,  stamp 
collecting,  cooking  and  trying  to  improve  my 
environment.  Larry  ELLIOTT,  PO  Box  548  Jos 
Har  96670,  Lexington  OK  73051. 


I  am  27  yrs  old  and  Greek.  Presently  I  don’t 

have  a  personal  gay  friend  who  1  could  com¬ 
municate  with  because  it’s  difficult  to  consider 
friendship  into  your  life  in  such  a  negative  en¬ 
vironment  as  prison,  so  I’m  seeking  a  friend 
from  society.  Also  I  am  not  looking  for  finan¬ 
cial  support,  nor  wish  to  play  games.  Please 
write.  Steven  PAPPAS,  87  A  9284,  Box  367-B, 
Dannemora  NY  12929. 


I  am  a  TS  and  would  like  some  info  on  Bi  men. 
Because  1  would  really  like  to  know  how  they 
get  into  both  women  and  men.  I  have  wanted  to 
be  a  woman  ever  since  I  have  known  what  sex 
was.  Please  write.  Steven  SHAGGS,  148970, 
Unit  4-D-9,  1012  W  Columbia,  Farmington  MO 
63640. 


I  have  met  several  different  types  of  people. 

There  are  those  who  are  your  friends  and  those 
who  say  they  are  your  friends.  Here’s  a  little 
story  about  a  rattler  and  a  hypocrite: 

If  I  should  make  a  selection 
to  choose  between  the  two, 

The  rattler  and  the  hypocrite, 

I  know  what  I  would  do  . . . 

A  rattler’s  bite  is  poison 
But  he  warns  before  he  bites 
The  rattler  is  a  dangerous  snake 
And  hasn’t  any  sense  of  right 
But  you’ll  find  no  false  pretending 
No  two  faces  he  has  to  make. 

For  one  thing  you  can  rest  assured 
That  rattler  is  a  snake. 

But  hypocrites  will  talk  so  lively 
As  they  give  you  that  pat  on  the  back 
They  give  so  many  hidden  faces 
Underneath  that  same  old  hat. 

I’ve  already  made  my  selection 
And  I  will  stick  to  it 
I’d  rather  deal  with  a  rattlesnake 
Than  to  deal  with  a  hypocrite. 

If  there  is  any  real  honest  people  out  there  who 
would  like  to  correspond,  please  write.  Daniel 
MURILLO,  07760-023,  3600  Guard  Rd,  Lom¬ 
poc  CA  93436. 
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26  SATURDAY  TO  3  SUNDAY 


6  Wednesday  □  Lesbian  comic 
Kate  Clinton  at  the  Club  Cabaret, 
209  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston. 

April  6-10,  13-15.  Info:  536-0972. 


26  Saturday 


30  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  meets  Wednesdays. 
The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free. 
Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Special  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  spon¬ 
sored  by  Dignity.  Will  help  you  start  on  your  memorial 
panel.  Dignity  office,  355  Boylston  St.  7pm.  Info: 
451-9003. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  It,  Sister”  roundtable  feminist 
discussion  of  recent  books,  including  Toni  Morrison's 
"Beloved."  WMBR,  88.IFM.  7-8pm 

Boston  □  “Disarmament  2000  and  Common 

Security”:  symposium  sponsored  by  the  Disarmament 
Task  Force  of  Mobilization  for  Survival.  UMass/Boston, 
100  Arlington  St.  7pm  (refreshments  served  at  6:30pm). 
Free.  Info:  354-0008. 

Charlestown  □  Spare  Tyre  in  "Song  Book  Show.” 
Presented  by  Charlestown  Working  Theater.  442  Bunker 
Hill  St.  8pm.  $8  &  $10.  Info:  242-3534. 

Cambridge  □  Running  Arts’  Fassbinder  Festival 

features  "The  American  Soldier”  and  "Gods  of  the 
Plague."  Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brattle  St.  Info:  876-6708. 

31  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  5pm.  Paste-up:  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St., 
near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  □  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee.  Will  help  you 
start  on  your  memorial  panel.  Arlington  St.  Church, 
Boylston  St.  entrance.  6-9pm.  Info:  451-9003. 

Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets  every  Thursday.  Rm.  801,  Boston 
City  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  267-2113. 

Cambridge  □  Open  discussion  for  lesbians.  DOB. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm. 
$1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop  speaks 
on  "Education  and  AIDS:  Fighting  a  Killer."  Sponsored 
by  the  Massachusetts  Medial  Society.  Faneuil  Hall. 
7:30pm.  Free.  Info:  437-5800. 


April  I  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support 
group  meets  every  Friday  night  for  HIV  positive, 
PWA's,  PWARC's,  lovers,  friends,  and  the  worried  well. 
Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of  HIV 
status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana,  755-3773. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbians  SO  plus  or  minus  discuss 
“Choices  in  Lifestyles."  DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  Simply  Divine  Film  Festival  featuring  dif¬ 
ferent  films  with  Divine.  Festival  titles  include  “Divine 
Waters,"  "Mondo  Trasho,"  "Polyester,"  "The  Diane 
Linkletter  Story,”  and  more.  USA  Nickelodeon,  606 
Comm.  Ave.  Starts  at  I  pm,  one  admission  for  whole  day. 
Through  Thursday,  April  7.  Info:  424-1500. 

2  Saturday 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  see 

3/26  listing. 

Boston  □  “Body  Electric:  Healing  with  Group 
Sensual  Massage”  for  gay  and  bisexual  men,  led  by 
Mykolas  Hazen.  (Also  4/16,  4/30,  5/14.)  551  Tremont  St. 
Studio  406.  7:30pm.  SI 2.  Info:  522-9164. 

3  Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  host  Peter  Stickel  in¬ 
terviews  Eleanor  Smeal  of  NOW.  WROR  98.5FM. 
12:30am  (Monday  morning). 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


Milton  □  Wild  women  hike  Blue  Hills.  DOB.  Cam¬ 
bridge  carpool  meets  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  Bring 
lunch.  Info:  Sara,  536-07S2. 

Waltham  □  AIDS  Benefit  Dance  at  Brandeis  U.  in 
Levin  Ballroom.  Sponsored  by  Triskelion,  Brandeis  Stu¬ 
dent  Senate  and  Brandeis  Student  Events.  I0pm-2am.  $4. 
Info:  736-4761,  736-47S0. 

Cambridge  □  “At  the  Hop”  DOB  Spring  Dance. 
1 1  SI  Mass.  Ave.  8pm-midnight.  Non-members  $6.  Non¬ 
alcoholic  beverages.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  □  Seven  Sister  College  Lesbian  Alum¬ 
nae  Network  holds  third  monthly  social  gathering  at 
7:30pm.  $5.  Info:  964-0767. 

Boston  □  AIDS:  The  Legal  Issues  conference  on 
communities  affected,  civil  rights  and  public  health,  finan¬ 
cial  planning  and  more.  Sponsored  by  the  Multicultural 
Concerns  Committee  and  the  Legal  Task  Force  of  AIDS 
Action  Committee,  the  AIDS  Law  Project  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  and  the  Community 
Law  Foundation.  Suffolk  U.  School  of  Law,  Rm.  638. 
9am-4:30pm. 

Boston  □  Women  In  Theater  Festival  '88  presents 
Sistren  Theatre  Collective  of  Jamaica  (at  Northeastern 
U.),  and  Rhodessa  Jones  in  "The  Legend  of  Lily 
Overstreet"  at  Suffolk  U.  8pm.  $12  for  each  event.  Info: 
424-1411. 

Boston  □  Second  Annual  Give  Peace  a  Dance 

12-hour  dance  festival,  to  benefit  Boston  area  organiza¬ 
tions  working  on  peace  and  justice  issues.  Cydorama, 
539  Tremont  St.  Noon  to  midnight.  Info:  868-5259. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  a  workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and 
stories  of  those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS 
crisis  every  Saturday.  The  goal  is  to  create  a  theater 
music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  10:30am. 

27  Sunday 

Boston  □  Women  In  Theater  Festival  ’88  presents 
The  New  Ehrlich's  “Sunday  on  the  Rocks."  Suffolk  U., 
55  Temple  St.  2pm.  $8.  Info:  424-1411. 


Boston  □  Places  Like  This:  Women  in  Prison.  A 

radio  documentary  by  Tatiana  Schreiber.  WGBH  89.7FM 
4:30pm. 

New  Bedford  □  Aglas  Forum:  Internalized 
Homophobia  with  Sabrina  Gentlewarrior,  MSW. 
YWCA  Standish  House,  20  South  Sixth  St.  8pm.  Info: 
Lisa  999-32SS,  Patrick  99S-76I4. 

Boston  □  Am  Tikva’s  pre-Passover  Seder.  Bring  a 
dairy/veggie  Passover-style  dish  to  share.  Location  TBA, 
small  donation  requested.  Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  soccer  clinic  sponsored  by 
the  Eastern  Mass.  Women's  Soccer  League  and  the  New 
England  Women's  Sports  Connection.  A  chance  to  learn 
the  fundamentals  of  the  sport  and  maybe  create  a  new 
beginners'  team.  Lusitania  Field  on  Fresh  Pond.  10am- 
2pm.  Free.  Info:  Hershey,  661-6771. 

Boston  □  “Shlock  Against  Sexism”  an  April  Fools' 
Day  celebration  by  Rock  Against  Sexism.  Hear  some  of 
the  worst  and  best  of  rock  music.  1270  Club,  1270 
Boylston  St.  6- 1 0pm.  $2  (to  benefit  legal  defense  fund  for 
the  State  House  14). 

Cambridge  □  Underground  Railway  Theater 

presents  "Sanctuary:  The  Spirit  of  Harriet  Tubman.” 
ASL-interpreted.  Fitzgerald  Theater,  Cambridge  Rindge 
and  Latin,  459  Broadway.  8pm.  $7  in  adv.,  $8  at  door,  $5 
students  &  seniors.  Info:  497-6136. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Int’l  Support  Network 

brunch  at  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  All 
foreign  women  welcome.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  jazz  Women  in  Concert:  original  jazz,  In¬ 
dian,  Klezmer,  world  music  performed  by  Abby 
Rabinovitz  and  friends.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Cultural 
Center  at  Villa  Victoria,  85  W.  Newton  St.  3pm  ($5); 
8pm  ($8).  Info:  397-8311. 

Cambridge  □  Karla  Jay,  co-editor  of  “Out  of  the 
Closets:  Voices  of  Gay  Liberation”  and  "The  Gay 
Report"  will  celebrate  the  publication  of  her  new  book, 
"The  Amazon  and  the  Page:  Natalie  Clifford  Barney  and 
Renee  Vivien."  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire 
St.  3-5pm.  Free.  Info:  876-5310. 

28  Monday 


Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Statisticians’  Caucus 

meeting.  Students  and  others  in  related  disciplines  are 
encouraged  to  attend.  Room  407,  Park  Plaza  Hotel. 
5:30-6: 15pm.  Free.  Dinner  following  at  nearby 
restaurant.  Info:  David,  524-7613. 


Boston  □  The  San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe  performs 
“Mozamgola  Caper,”  an  Afrian  spy/thriller  mystery 
musial.  Wheelchair  accessible,  ASL  interpreted.  Nor¬ 
theastern  U.  Alumni  Auditorium.  8pm  (Also  4/1  at  8pm; 
4/2  at  3pm  &  8pm).  $10-14.50.  Info:  524-3541. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  topic:  "Being  Gay  and 
Shy.”  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm. 
Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


Boston  □  The  Feminization  of  Power  National 
Campaign  Tour.  Featuring  Eleanor  Smeal,  Kay  Weaver, 
and  Evelyn  Murphy.  ASL-interpreted.  Park  Plaza  Hotel, 
50  Park  Plaza  at  Arlington  St.  7:30pm.  Free.  Info: 
787-1988,  782-3241. 
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A  change  of  political  mood  was  evident, 
however,  during  the  cultural  festival  that 
precedes  Mardi  Gras.  Strong  messages 
about  the  motivation  and  triumphant  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Oct.  11  National  March  on 
Washington,  the  intensity  of  AIDS  politics 
in  New  York  and  other  U.S.  cities,  and 
struggle  against  Prime  Minister  Margaret 
Thatcher’s  censorship  in  Britain  were  taken 
to  heart  by  audiences  addressed  by  North 
American  gay  activists  Vito  Russo  and 
Robin  Tyler. 

This  year’s  Mardi  Gras  saw  increased  les¬ 
bian  participation  for  the  first  time  since 
1980,  and  many  suggest  that  the  1989 
celebration  be  renamed  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Mardi  Gras. 

The  gay  mobilization  would  not  have 
been  complete  without  a  counter-rally  by 
Christian  bigots.  Pentecostals  supporting 
the  reactionary  Festival  of  Light  movement 
staged  a  prayer  vigil  at  the  Town  Hall  on  the 
eve  of  Mardi  Gras,  vowing  that  the  demons 
of  sodomy  would  be  driven  from  Sydney 
and  the  Mardi  Gras  banned.  Sisters  of 
Perpetual  Indulgence  (a  group  of  gay  male 
nuns)  mingled  as  the  congregation  talked  in 
tongues. 

The  parade  ended  with  a  fireworks  ex¬ 
travaganza  to  rival  the  official  bicentennial 
display,  an  all-night  disco  with  12,000 
revelers  and  artificial  snow  storm,  an  out¬ 
door  calypso  and  salsa  carnival  and  vast 
marquees  filled  with  gay  people  relaxing  in 
the  unusual  heat  of  the  summer  night. 


SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA  —  Themes  of 
the  bicentennial  of  Australia’s  colonization 
were  conspicuously  absent  from  one  of  the 
largest  celebrations  Sydney  will  see  this  year. 
The  Gay  Mardi  Gras  parade  on  Feb.  27  in¬ 
stead  celebrated  a  summer  of  safe  sex,  and 
featured  Aboriginal  gay  satire  of  white  set¬ 
tlement  of  Australia. 

At  the  front  of  the  parade,  next  to  the  gay 
and  lesbian  Waratah  deaf  contingent  and 
just  behind  the  dykes  on  bikes,  Black  gay 
men  and  lesbians  in  surrealistic  eighteenth 
century  British  costumes  rode  a  decorated 
canoe  float  pulled  by  white  men.  Inspired  by 
the  large  anti-racist  mobilizations  over  the 
bicentennial  holiday  in  January  (See  GCN , 
Vol.  15,  No.  33),  many  saw  the  Mardi  Gras 
as  an  opportunity  to  restate  Aboriginal  pro¬ 
test  themes  in  a  humorous  manner. 
Aborigines,  or  the  nation  of  Koories,  are 
the  indigenous  people  of  Australia. 

Ten  thousand  people  and  over  60  floats 
assembled  for  the  parade  through  crowds 
widely  estimated  to  be  100,000  strong. 
Tourists  and  suburban  families  joined  the 
gay  throngs  lining  Oxford  Street,  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  many  gay  venues. 

In  keeping  with  the  Safe  Sex  Summer 
theme,  floats  from  the  AIDS  Council  of 
New  South  Wales  (NSW),  the  Prostitute’s 
Collective,  several  clinics,  and  the  Safe  Sex 
Sluts  distributed  condoms  to  thousands. 
Floats  from  Ankali  (an  emotional  support 
volunteers’  network)  and  the  People  with 
AIDS  group  were  well  received  by  the  main¬ 
ly  straight  crowds. 

The  huge  event  celebrated  the  tenth  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  Gay  Mardi  Gras.  The  first, 
held  in  June  1978,  was  organized  to  show 
solidarity  with  the  struggle  in  California 
against  the  anti-gay  Briggs  Initiative.  A 
brutal  police  attack  during  the  Mardi  Gras 
led  to  mass  arrests  but  backfired  politically, 
triggering  a  gay  rights  upsurge  in  Australia 
which  ultimately  led  to  major  law  reform 
victories. 

In  recent  years  Mardi  Gras  parades  have 
been  less  political.  One  of  the  only  gay  rights 
campaign  groups  to  enter  a  float  this  year 
was  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Immigration 
Task  Force,  the  organization  responsible  for 
winning  recognition  for  homosexual  rela¬ 
tionships  in  Australian  immigration  policy. 
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Gay  Mardi  Gras  in 
Australia  draws  100,000 

Political  activism  and  anti-racism  highlight  celebration 

By  Ken  Davis 


Malcolm  Cole,  coordinator  of  the  Aboriginal  float  at  the  Gay  Mardi  Gras  in  Sydney 


Club  Cabaret 

presents 


D'WEbRfNG 

T  T  T  I 

A  New  Gay  Musical  Revue 

Disappearing  Act,  a  non-stop,  fast-paced  musical  revue, 
takes  a  disarming,  witty  and  critical  look  at  the 
world  of  the  urban  gay  male.  With  a  delightfully  diverse 
musical  score.  Disappearing  Act  covers  a  broad  variety  of  topics 
including  Gentrification,  Restroom  Romance  and  much  more. 

Five  weeks.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  and  Sun.  from  March  24  thru 
April  24.  Performance  time  is  7:30  p.m.  on  Thurs.,  Fri.  and  Sat. 
Two  performances  on  Sun.,  Brunch  at  1:00  p.m.  and  7:30  p.m. 
Ticket  price  is  $14.00  on  Thurs.  and  Sun.  evening, 

$16.00  on  Fri.  and  Sat.,  $27.50  for  Sun.  Brunch 
(including  shew,  buffet,  cocktail,  tax  and  gratuity) 
or  $12.50  for  show  only. 

For  tickets  call  536-0972. 

Tickets  also  available  at  BOSTIX  and  TICKETRON. 


Club 


ut-the  Club  Cap 


209  Columbus  Avenue  at  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 


m 


A  Conference 
sponsored  by  the 

Up  Rrtway  Community 
i'  Health  Center 

Saturday,  April  9,  1988 
8:00  am-6:30  pm 
at  Suffolk  University 
55  Temple  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


Our  communities  respond. 


An  opportunity  to  share 
experiences,  gain  skills, 
and  leant  whal  others  are 
doing  about  AIDS  in  their 
community,  with  particular 
attention  to  women  of  color. 
For  more  information 
caB  (617)  267-1538. 
Wheekdiair  accessible 
ASL  interpreted  for  the 
hearing  impaired. 
Pre-registration  required. 


Keynote  addresses  by*. 
Constance  Wbfcv,  M  D- 
Co-Director  of  AIDS 
Activities,  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital  Principal 
investigator  of  Project 
A.VV.A.R.E.  (Association 
of  Womens'  A I  DCs 
Research  and  Education). 
Vfcneita  Porter, 

Executive  Director, 

Rhode  Island  Project  .AIDS. 


Ah  U  S  /  c 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-Sat  10-9,  Sun  12-9 


